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hemmed in by the lingering legacy of a war that ended nearly two decades before he was born. 
Two of his uncles served in the defeated South Vietnam military that was allied with the United States 
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to the southern regime. Even as Vietnam relaxes old regulations that punished those associated with 
the former Republic of Vietnam, many in the south believe the system still favors those with Commu-
nist ties. 
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state system, one must have parents or relatives working there, so those are not accessible for normal 
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After the war, trusted Communist Party members and their families were awarded with top posts, 
while Vietnamese who were allied with the U.S. were punished and their children denied opportunities. 
Many northerners were sent to the conquered south. Today, those policies have contributed to an en-
during system that still appears to tilt toward northerners and Communist Party members: 
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