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NEWSLETTER # 81 JUNE 2015

To Night and South Vietnam: Al Gray-

As you and others have sattijs is a very special and revered day for all those Warriors who served
in Vietnam. They, along with our South Vietnam Allies, and the many other Nations who served
with us, did it all, and they did it with distinction, with courage, with sacrifice, and with the noblest
of causes!Despite the many books, articles, and thoughts about Vietnam, including those liberals
(including those in Congress) and other protestors (many of which were not traisonsell as

those who did not serve), but were victims of the superb North Viethamese Propaganda/
Information Warfare Operation, those of us who served in Vietham know the truth. Our great
Country went to Vietnam because of our solemn promise to support the Southeast Asia Treaty Or-
ganization and the United

Nations mandates to take action as necessary to stop Nations from invading and trying to impose
their will on other Nations.For those of us that were Sergeants, Corporals, Privates, young officers,
et al., it was much simpler!

We fought to keep a struggling Nation Free! \ D ﬂ

As | write this tonight, it is 40 years plus three hours (Saic
time) that we wrapped up the Vietham evacuatiovlividly, |
remember standing in the rear of the last GBl to leave the k4
Tan Son Nhut Air Base Evacuation Site and watching the
flames and burning of that area (we had destroyed every
thing, including equipment, American currency, radars, ef
al.).
Although | was immensely proud of our Warriors' perform
ance, it was emotionally very sad that we had not kept o
word with our brave South Vietnam Allies in accordance
the Geneva AccorddMust report, too, that while we were
there, the South Vietnamese forces fought courageously
with much bravery!Had they not done that, we would hav
suffered casualtiesFinally, with two aircraft carriers, plus
Marine Air and a ton of Air Foraeipport and five more Ma-

rine Battalions available to help us, we could have stopped the NVA invaslerknew, thru

SIGINT and other sources, that they were really worrledact, earlier, when we were doing

ourd NBO2yazé ¢S -WadAASE RS MALK aRNS 3 NHzY SELX 2aA @83
gon! They stopped and said "the®'s are back!!!

When | left Saigon, | thought we were done. Upon landing on the USS Blue Ridge at 0435, | saw m
superb battalion commander (the late Lt Col George Slade) moving to the Helo Spot. |

saidd DS2NHSS ¢gKSNB I NB¢RRIUNBR AWAKE2 dzE 2FVNRES 9
over" as we embarked on the €. As we flew back up the Rung Sat and reached the Palace

Area, we got the word that we were done and George and | exchanged & dzY 6 & dzLJ® ¢

Have rambled on way too much, particularly for me, but | wanted to say again how proud | am to
be associated with all the Warriors, regardless of Service (civilian or military), who did what must
be done to help a Country and a people who wanted to be free.

Warm Regards and Semper Fidelis,
Al Gray, Marine

Disclaimdihe listing in this newsletter of a book title or a film does not mean endorsement or approval by SACEI.
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/A Reconsi deHiagti @amy od f Kt

The "Vietham War" exacted millions of casualties, innumerable destruction and suffering, and continues to destroy th
moral fabric of the Vietnamese society in consequence of the unification of the country under a Communist regime w
inherent corruption. Survivors and descendants of victims of the war have many lingering questions as to the factors
to a war of such ferocity and whether the war and its outcome were inevitable. Many an author have tried to answer t
guestions over the past 40 years. One of those who are affected by the war is Keith Weller Taylor. After serving in th
Army in Vietnam, K.W. Taylor resumed his Vietnamese studies and expanded his doctoral thesis int&Thbdgikth of
Vietnam"which he published in 1983. Twenty years later, he completed gpé86 ‘A History of the Viethamesged de-
GFAf SR I O02dzyii 2F (GKS KA&al2NR 2F +ASGylY FNRY (KS LJ
FAYSald 3ISYSNIt adaNBSe 2F +2ASGylYSasS KAal2NE SGOSNI LINE

Both"The Birth of Viethamand"A History of the Vietnamesg@tovide a wealth of data and bibliographic information. The
narratives often give detailed accounts of historical events and personae usually not found in history textbooks. They
offer welkdrawn maps, complete genealogies of different Viethamese and Chinese dynasties with corresponding dat
their reigns, and lists of places and personal names, both in Chinese characters and in modern Vietnamese scripts.
two volumes will be very valuable for historians and the general public alike who want to havdoaathented sources on
the history of Vietnam and the policies of various Chinese dynasties as they were related to Vietham.

Readers of history, especially the history of their own people, are more or less biased in their interpretation by their u
bringing, their education, the society in which they live, their personal experiences, and also by the propaganda ofth
ernment. The further away they are in time from and the less they are personally affected by historical events, the m
objective they are in assessing the meaning of historical records.

K. W. Taylor warns against this bias in the first few pageA bfistory Of The Vietnamésé'What we can know about the
past with some degree of confidence is a meager residue of what remains from an ongoing process of accumulation
attrition, of gain and loss, of putting together and tossing away, a process in which all generations participate. Hurtsa
to remain oriented amidst change can take forms between the extremes of denying change and of seeking change.
ans are not immune to the implications of such efforts, and they do not agree on the appropriate pose to assume tow|
OKIFy3aS Ay ¢AStRAYI H&S. INKBiEOK,the agithor wdn® heNdnsisidcertsire agpects of
0KS KAaldz2NER 2F GKS +#ASdylYySasS o6& t221Ay3 alid éKIG ad
not as evidence of people who attain significance primarily as precursors of people t@day.p. 3)

K. W. Taylor offers his own assessment of the efforts of Viethamese historians, both ancient and modern, in the
"Introduction” and the "Retrospective" of his book. In this article, | want to examine in particular his criticisms aiioed a
main conceptions generally accepted by many Vietnamese historians over the centuries:

[. The dating of the origin of the preseday Vietnamese people to the people of the Phung Nguyen culture living in p
sentday northern Vietnam during the first millennia BCE.

Il. A lasting Vietnamese identity based on a common history, a common language anebafimelt! territory.

[1l. The perennial tension between the Vietnamese people and the imperial powers in China since the first conquest
nam by the Han dynasty.
A united Vietnamese people.

¢2 F@2AR lye o6Al& Ay G(KS dNRSNh by
2 02 2

Ay 3  2AHistEkal the2Viedabn-
esé 0 O2YYSyid 2y Ada | dziK2NDa aA J

RA
YVAARSNI A2y ao

Origin of the Vietnamese people
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YO 20 ¢F@f2NJ ONRGAOAT SR axAiyl ¥SasS aqQkK I NE OF 2N KI @AY
endeavored to project a sense of natiomaéntity back O ﬂj i/ é t 0] ? Q)} 0] F [t W ezl
into the past as far as possible. In the modern period, it

became common for Vietnamese to affirm a national history going back four thousand years to when archaeologists date arti-
facts that they have assembled and categorized under the name of Phung Nguyen Culture. Phung Nguyen is defined as a late
stone and early bronze culture that represents a level of archaeological uniformity in the Red River Plain that did not previ-
ously exist. Many Vietnamese scholars are inclined to draw a line of continuity in cultural, and eveiiregghistic, develop-

YSYyd FNBY tKdzy3d b3Idz2Sy (2 Y2RSNY +ASliylYd ¢KAAHNY.QX Ayl (A

[ SGQ&a SEFYAYS (GKA& A&d&adzS FTNRY +y SiGKyAOs fAyIdzAiaidAd | yR
Prehistoric Ethnic Origins of the Viethamese people

Putting aside for the moment the cultural and linguistic issues, archeology has shown that there existed 3 millenni@d8CE in t
northern part of what is now called Vietham communities of people cultivating rice, domesticating animals and making pot-
tery. Their culture, called Phung Nguyen by archeologists, evolved during the first millennium BCE into the Dong Son culture:
with its distinctive, easily recognizable bronze drums. After the conquest by the Han in the first century CE, the Dahg Son ¢
ture was suppressed by the Han occupation forces and practically disappeared. But the Dong Son people had not. There is Nnc
historical or archeological record of mass extinction by cataclysmic events or ethnic cleansing, or mass migrationgduring th
post-Han periods. We have therefore to assume that the descendants of the people who lived during the Phung Nguyen and
the Dong Son periods continued to live in their ancestral land and that they were the progenitors of the people whdéve in t
presentday Vietnam. Notwithstanding the fact that the preseatay Vietnamese culture is very different from those of the

first few millennia BCE and that the Vietnamese own a great deal to their culture of the people of China, there does exist a
continuity over the last 5 millennia of a group of people who live in a definite part of the world and who speak a lamgtiage t
has maintained certain characteristics which make it different from the Chinese languages.

The relationship between the presedty Vietnamese people and the people living in northern Vietnam during the Phung
Nguyen and Dong Song periods may be compared to that of the British people living nowadays in certain parts of the United
Kingdom with the Britons who lived in England during the period predating the Roman invasion in the first century BCE. Peopl
living in the same country at two periods separated by 3 millennia would not be able to understand each other on account of
the evolution in the original language, yet we cannot deny their common lineage.

YO 2® ¢F@f2NJ ALISOATAOIE & ONRGAOAT S3a aKAAG2NALF YA deru- NR& I
ries were concerned to affirm their status in reference to rampant northern empires, the Yuan and the Ming. They did this not
only by culling references from classical Chinese texts about what they imagined to have been their ancestors in arntiquity bu
also by constructing a "southern” history for themselves that is largely parallel with and a response to "northern" ihiperial

tory. The urge for connections with the pastisameansofls@fFT A NX I GA2y 3 y2G | aOK2flF Nf & S\

This criticism would be well taken by many Viethamese historians in modern times, and even by King Tu Duc of the Nguyen
dynasty in the early fcentury. The legend of the progenitors of the 18 Hung kings and the long duration of their reigns
stretching from the end of the"3to the end of the I millennium are so contrived that it could be no more than an attempt by
people who intended to dress up their history to make it as ancient and as venerable as that of any of their neighbors up
north. The legend of the Hung kings has been and continues to be used by Viethamese leaders as a symbol of the ancient ar
common ancestral origin of the Viethamese people. Until there are archeological evidence of their existence, they will remain
in the domain of legends. The existence of the people who lived in the territory of the Hung kings of the legend however is
undeniable, as showed by a multitude of archeological findings.

Modern Vietnamese culture in the 2tentury obviously is a long way from those of the Phung Nguyen and Dong Son eras of .
the 315 millennia BCE. It nevertheless makes sense for historians to go as far back in time as possible to identify the most
I YyOASYUG | yOSadz2NRA 2Histoly of tISEnglisbSedking ptope A &4 Ay @80 A KS/ K dzZNOKAf f &
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/ tory of t p o livedyn islapd of Great Bri
0 H ) t or y O arrival o uI| arandVFio é ﬁ t?ifén
the first impenal forces from China arrlved in pres«dmy Vietnam to

subjugate the Dong Son people. The local Britons of that time, just as the Dongsonians, had a late bronze and early
ture. They also had a queen, Boudica, who led her people in revolt against the Roman occupation, at about the sam
the Ladies Trung led their own people in revolt against the Han imperial rulers in the land of their ancestors. Queen
has remained a cultural symbol of Great Britain; her effigy now adorns the city of London. The Ladies Trung were no
Vietnamese in the minds of the presetidy Viethnamese people than their own mothers.

The Vietnams language

¢ KS | dzihKiBtoty oftie Vietnamese | RYA (& GKI G afAy3Idaaida OFdS3Iz2NAT
MonY KYSNJ FI YAf & 27F f I y 3 ddar§ediogodiondfkhke in@lerd ienBniese Motabulaiykiérives
FNRY / KAy SaMdéndhner @lscaladAustroadiatic) languages constitute theéochthonoudanguage family
spoken in mainland Southeast Asia (Southern China, Vietham, Cambodia, Myanmar, Malaysia) and some parts of In
Bangladesh. The fact that the preseafay Viethamese could be traced to an indigenous language belonging to the Mon
Khmer family, and not the SiAGibetan language family, to which the Chinese languages belong, is a clear indication t
Vietnamese people continue to speak their ancestral language, despite the influx of vocabulary and tonal system fro
Chinese.

The reason the indigenous Pretet-Muong language continued to exist despise the imposition of Chinese culture and
importation of many Chinese words during over one thousand years of Chinese occupation may be the limited usage
nese within the population. During the periods of Chinese occupation, Chinese was mostly spoken by administrators
China and by indigenous officials in guarisons and administrative centers, but the large majority of the indigenous po
tion in the countryside continued to speak their ancestral language, and once the influx of Chinese speakers ceased,
loanwords from the Chinese language were transformed into what are now called/®imamese (HaViet), i.e. words of
Chinese origin pronounced in a modified, Viethamese way.

The personnel of occupation forces and the educated classes of the indigenous population spoke Chinese and used
for administrative purposes, but they probably also spoke the local language in their daily intercourses with the indig
population. Once the influx of Chinese speakers ceased, i.e. during the periods of political independence, the local la
remained the sole means of communication among the large majority of the population, Chinese being reserved for
transactions or literary compositions. This continued usage of the same language over successive generations must
played a major role in maintaining a sense of group identity and in the preservation of a common culture.

The ProteViet-Muong did not have a script nor did the Viethamese language as it was spoken in modern times until a
INFLIKAO gNAGAY3T aedadasSy OFrftfSR aOK’ btYé¢ g+ a RSOAEASR
to indicate one ndm word, one of these 2 Chinese component characters having similar or approximatively similar pr
ciations with the nébm word. Since the modern writing system, using the Latin script of the Romance languages, has
devised for the Vietnamese language in th& t@ntury, the ném script had fallen into desuetude, and classical Chinese
language as it had been used by the literate elite in the past is nowadays no longer taught in elementary schools. M
Vietnamese language using Latin script is now used thoroughly in all walks of life.

The existence of the vernacular literary work is another indication of the preference for the indigenous language in th
pression of their most personal feelings, even among the educated classes who were versed in classical Chinese. O
centuriesinpre¥ 2 RSNY +ASGylIYZ GKSNB SEA&aGSR O2yO2YvYAadlydate i
popular (binh dan). While the erudite literature written in classical Chinese were appreciated by a small number of hi
educated people and were therefore confined to the circle of administrators in the government, the popular literature,

TO RESEARCH, DOCUMENT & PROMOTE VIETNAMESE CULTURE
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posed in indigenous language and using a different seza .
literary styles, was widely circulated among the illiterat bq | S t or y 0] f t h e
and the literati alike. It was this popular literature that

reflected the deepest and most intimae feelings and aspirations of the common people and where the cultural characteristics
of a people may be found.

The Viethamese territory

LG Kra 0SSy G2fR Ay *AStylYSaS KAad2NE o6221a GKIG GKS 1}
ing and imposed the Han imperial administration and culture on the indigenous people of northern Vietnam in the first cen-
tury CE, had two bronze pillars erected to mark the southern border of the Han empire. The territory of the people that the
Han army was sent to subjugate was therefore distinctly demarcated from the Han Empire. This territory was divided into 3
prefectures: Giao Chi, Chilhénand Jib Yy O DAl 2 [/ KX / dz / KNY YR bKrid blY AY
basins of the rivers Hong, Ma and Ca. The indigenous people during the periods of independence under their local kings ad-
vanced further south until they reached the southernmost tip of the Indochinese peninsula in thegthikntury. The suc-

cessive generations of people that now constitute the majority of the Viethamese nation have lived in their own territory for
the past 3 millennia.

K. W. Taylor quotes a poem that was traditionally dated to tH& deintury and put in circulation among the Vietnamese of
GKFG LISNA2R (G2 RNIXg LIS2LX SQa FdidSydaAazy G2 GKS Tl 04G GKIQ
0+xASiylYSasSo O2dzyiNASa KIFIR 6SSy GaFAESR Ay IS @Syéod I K2
SRySaasz AT y2G GKS dzyadee 2F GKS (62 GR2YFAya gAGKAY GKS
people to maintain their independence from their northern neighbors.

It is therefore not farfetched for the Vietnamese to recognize their most remote ancestry in the people who lived intthe firs
millennia BCE in the basin of the Hong River in predaptNorth Vietham. Despite profound modifications in their language,

in their customs and their physical traits due an amalgamation with other peoples coming from the North (as well as from the’
South later on) of their cradle of civilization, the same people continued to grow in number, mix with other people, undergo
many cultural modifications, survive many wars and expand their territory to form what is now called Vietnam.

The Vietnamese culture and an enduring Viethamese identity:
When the Han imperial army invaded northern Vietnam in the first century BCE, the people who had been living there for mil-
lennia had their own culture, a different social organization and a different administrative structure. Over one thousand yea
of occupation, Chinese imperial administrators imposed changes in all aspects of the indigenous culture. The Dong Son cultur
of the people of presentlay North Vietnam was totally destroyed after the Han invasion in first century CE. In‘tlerd5
tury, the Ming destroyed on the spot all historical and literary writings of the indigenous people or transported them north.
These works all but disappeared. As a consequence, all the writings by the indigenous people from befdfe gLt no
longer exist. The Ming imperial policies were to turn Vietnam into a province of China, by eradicating all cultural paescula
2F (GKS 20t LRLMzZ FGA2yT FNRBY GKSANI SYLKIF&AAA 2y [ 2VisF dzOA |
therefore undeniable that after 10 centuries of occupation, the pres#ay Viethamese bears a deep imprint of Chinese cul-
ture.

YO 20 ¢F@ft2N adliSa Ay GKS fFad OKILIGSNI 2F KAa o2#zgY alLi
OSYy (G dzaNASa RdzZNAy3a gKAOK zASihylYSasS | yOSaHawWae2h)That StRemeat A y K
is however trueonly if we limit our view to the cultural similarities and ignore the particular aspects that allow the Vietnam-
ese people to maintain so far their political independence and to see themselves to be Viethamese rather than ethnic Chinese
The people whose ancestors had lived in presgay North Vietham continue to speak their language (although using a large
vocabulary of Chinese origin), to live in their own country, to have their own government and to fight foreign invaders.

If we want to identify what is Viethamese in the domain of literature in contradistinction to what is Chinese, we nedhto dis
JdzA aK GKS LRLJz I NJ £ AGSNY GdzNBE 0 @ONy OKWTYy3 oWYyK RNyo FTNRY
literati enjoyed composing poems in Chinese and in Chinese poetry styles, adorning their works with references to the Chines
classical literature, the common people expressed their personal feelings in vernacular Vietnamese and in Vietnamese poetic
forms. These spontaneous compositions by unknown authors, most of them in short forms, have been orally transmitted from

TO RESEARCH, DOCUMENT & PROMOTE VIETNAMESE CULTURE
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/ me |mm onl |n rn ti IIe d ipdifferent an
O H I S t O r y O fhologles ﬁarsré Vleytna hlst a 1%56 mrési
idKS iASU)/I YyS$asS LIS?2 LJf SQé Odzt G dzN
more popular forms of expression and limit their studies to the literary works of the elite minority. For example, Lidm
ley, a history professor at the University of Hawaii, based on his reading of poems composed by Vietnamese envoys
Chinese courts in the f&o the 19" centuries to affirm that these authors wholeheartedly accept the relationship of Vie
nam as a vassal vésvis the Chinese empir@¢€yond the Bronze Pillars: Envoy Poetry and the\Betnamese Relationship
Asian Interactions and Comparis¢tonolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 2005). From the literary efforts by these speci
envoys, it would be certainly erroneous to extrapolate the sentiments of the Vietnamese people or the Viethnamese i
court in dealing with the perennial menace by the neighboring empire. As an aside, a cultural anthropologist who wa
appreciate the differences between the Viethamese and the Chinese cultures will enjoy comparing their cuisines. Th
YIEYSEAS RAFALERNI FFGSNIGKS SyR 2F a¢KS xASOylY 2 NE
they have taken refuge. Nowadays, one can find Vietnamese restaurants in cities in the US, Europe, Asia and Austr
their special flavors easily distinguishable from those served in traditional Chinese establishments.

YO 20 ¢Fef2NaidlidisSa GKFG adGKS aSEHNOK F2N 6§KS BNBIFfbh
Such a judgement may be understandable by historians who analyzed only ancient historical records, not by anthrop
who has lived within the Vietnamese society for a period of time, someone who knows and understands the feelings
aspirations of the common people. Even though the Vietnamese people love Chinese literature, imitate many Chines
tic forms, admire many Chinese historical heroes, cite the teachings of the Confucian schools and use them in the e
of their children, they believe that they are not Chinese and that their culture and mode of living are different fronethe
sentday Chinese. This strong sense of national identity of the Viethamese people may be the effects of intangible fa
such as the apprehension of a constant threat of renewed subjugation by the Chinese empire and the loss of their o
tural heritage, these factors are nevertheless real.

YO 2o ¢Fef2N adrdsa F3FAYy Ay GKS frad OKFLIISNI 2F oA 3
2 0KS S)/udzNJ\Sa RdzZNAY3I 6KAOK *ASGylYSasS yoOSaiz2Na f
KFEaGY a+xASGyrYSasS tFy3adz3Sz €t AGSNI GdzNBEZ SRdzOF GA2Yy =
organization, cuisine, medicine, music, and art: all are deeply imprinted with the marks of what is commonly called E
LaALyYy 2NI{AYAGAO OAQGAtATIGAZ2Yyéd 1Ef 2F (KS&AS lFaaSaa
assertions by recognizing the resilience of the local culture and stating that the Chinese aspects in the indigenous cu
GS@Syldz fte YSEtGSR Ayid2 GKS f20Ff LRLWzZFGAZ2Yy 6KSy 0
culture despise the imposition by occupational forces of foreign customs and literature indicates a solid cultural ls&sis
by the majority of the population and which remained alive notwithstanding the accumulation of imported cultural nov
ties.

N O

This survival of the indigenous culture in the presence of foreign importation was better assessed by the author it thi
0221 BHAGK OGKS F2tft2gAy3 NBYI N] a G¢KS yOSadz2NER 2F
arrival of the Chinese armies, and presumably their contmued eX|stence could have been assured even if they had ne
KSFNR 2F / KAy € Iy'R Y G¢KS ALANARG w2F GKS zASdylYSa
0S / KAYySaSéd 0.2+ EGAAAD

The perennial tension between the Vietnamese people and the imperial powers in China

In his first book on Vietnamese history,¢ KS . A NJi KK. FTayloAeSpiegskdvtie following
view on the relationship between the Vietnamese people and the Chinese empires in the first mill
Yy A dzY [/ 9-dentdry¢VEtidmise were very different from their ancestors of twelve century bef
¢tKSe@ KIFIR 3aAINRgyY (2 dzy RSNBRUIFIYR / KAYyl a 2yfe

L 20N
>

'(D~<.
[
Qx

AY L

c

o) _‘
wnwwn
+
>

TO RESEARCH, DOCUMENT & PROMOTE VIETNAMESE CULTURE



PAGE 7

OWIi story of

author has grasped the whole implication of centuries of subjugation on the psyche of the people in the
conquered territory suffered at the hands of the Chinese imperial forces.

K. W. Taylor also cited a passagehymperial administrator naned Xue Zog (Td i ¢ suy 3 whoin
the 3° century CE wrote'According to the records, civilizing actieihave been going on famver four
hundredyears, but, according towvhat | nyself have seen during nany yearsof travel since my arrival
here, the actual situation is something else ... In shortai e said thatthese people are on the same
level as bugs (HoV p. 16).

The Han people over millennia of imperial history in fact considered those who did not follow their cus-
G2Ya YR ¢6K2 fAQPSR 2dzidARS 2F GKSANI GSNNRGG2NRI
to designate them, suchasman , yi , di . Inthe composition of the above characters, words

that designate animals (dog, goat, bug) are often used, such as chofigug) inman , |j dz¥ y
(dog)indi  and also in Zhuang . About the Ming occupation in the 15century, K. W. Taylor ad-
YAla Ay KAa aSO2yR 0221 aiKS FNNR3IFYyOS I yR LINB:
Y2NIKSNYSNE GASGSR 20t 1LIS2L)X S Fa fSaa OADATAI
dismayed some local people who felt their presence as an intrusion, an imposition, or even as a subver-
AA2Yy 2F J22R HAVDAWI f NBE I dA2yaé o

The first Chinese conquest during the Han dynasty in the first century CE resulted in the destruction of
the whole Dong Son civilization of the indigenous people and the imposition of Chinese culture on all as-
LISOGa 2F GKS f 2 OFcentungSavitites suécessive idvaisions by MoSgolnnardes. The
next Chinese invasion during the Ming dynasty occurred in tHec&Btury and saw the destruction and
confiscation of all historical and literary works by indigenous authors resulting in the complete loss of all
Vietnamese documents existent until that time. The prospect of another invasion from the North was al-
ways alive in the minds of Vietnamese leaders if not the common people.

LG Aad GKSNBF2NBE OSNE adzNLIINAaAy3d GKFEG Yd 20 ¢ &f
stant state of aggravation with the Chinese has no basis in fact. For centuries, during the first millennium
of the Common Era, ancestors of the Viethamese lived in relative peace and security as residents of the

Siniticempirée® 1S GKSy ¢Syd 2y (2 aidldS GKFG a{ dzo aSlj dz
FAFAyad £ASOyl YSasS NHzZ SNE 2yfeée FTAOBS GAYS&awv I YR

p. 622)

[SGQa SEFYAYS SHOK 2F GKS p Aydlarzya o0& AYLISNI
2y GKS AYRAISYy2dzza LRLMzA I GA2Yy YR (G2 4SS AF YO
founded.

Conquest by the Han in the™century:
CKAA O2yljdzSad Aa y20G O2dzyGSR Y2y3 GKS FAOS 2LX
LIANBE& fFdzyOKSR F3AFAyald GKS zASOyl YSa@Govhbzh)GNE ol
however the one that imposed the most radical changes and caused the most destructive effects on the
indigenous civilization. When the Ladies Trung in the first century CE revolted against the imposition by
Han administrators of taxes and laws that destroyed the traditional matriarchal social structures of the -
AYRAIASYy2dza LIS2LIX S +y | N¥yeé 2F G¢oSyde d(dKz2dzal yR
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est genera M Yuan, ppr, he pprising ,ardA

/O H IS { or y O Eose from t total ynt ol o erth bjﬁgal@g ;%TI
L} S o Ly 0KS | dziK2NQRa y I NN
headed the Trung Sisters after a series of battles in which thousands of their followers were killed
captured, or had surrendered. He spent the next year receiving the submission of local leaders, tr
down and killing those who refused to submit, deporting hundreds of prominent clans to the north
building fortified towns localities could be governed, establish garrisons, and settling his soldiers
fryR FNRBY GKAOK (KSe& O2dzZ R adzlllX & GKSANI 24y
GKFG KAAG2NRAFIY&a aa20AF3GS gA0K [FO f2NRa |y
(HoV p. 22)In other words, the indigenous civilization with its distinctive administrative and social st
GdzZNBE 6SNB O2YL) SGSfteé RSaidNRe&SR FyR NBLXFOSR

For nine centuries, the conquered land was ruled by the successive imperial dynasties as a provi
/| KAYl YR AU ¢l a4 RdNAYy3I GKAA LISNA2R GKFGX |
+ASUYylFIYSaS ftAGSR Ay NBflIGAGS LISl OHHovpyR)In&w&0d
there were no less than ten recorded uprisings during that same period, the last one led by Ngo

v v oA A M oA

K2 &ddzO0SSRSR Ay SyYyRAYy3a (GKS | IFyQa NIz So

The Southern Han campaign in the™@entury:

Attheend ofthe 8OS Yy i dzNES GKS ¢QFy3a AYLISNALE Reéeyl ade
aged by rebellions and divided between different kingdoms during theafled Five Dynasties period.
When the Southern Han came out victorious over their rivals, they wanted to assert their control
Vietnam. Their ambition was however foiled by a young Viethamese leader, Ngo Quyen, who at t
time was in charge of a province in the south. The Southern Han army was soundly defeated,; thi
tory of the Vietnamese over the imperial forces from China marked the beginning of Vietnamese i
pendence.

This episode was one of the many instances where a new imperial dynasty in China wantadderte
their rule over Vietham and keep it in vassalage.

The Song Expeditions in the t"l‘(q‘,entury

wSO2dzyiAy3a (GKA& SLIAA2RSSY Yd 20 ¢Fe&f2N) gNRGS
west and the northeast to the extent that the previous dynasties had, but instead was blocked by
powers along the borders. As for the southern frontier, the Song court waited for an opportunity t
claim the legacy of Han and Tang. This opportunity came in 980 with news that Dinh Bo Linh [the
namese king] had been assassinated and that his followers were fighting among themselves. Thi
at a time of relative quiet on the northern frontiers and an expedition was quickly organized to rec
0KS T NIvA&Bdzi K ¢

YO 2 ¢l @f2N YIFe ljdzZt AFe GKS O2dzNIi GNRdzof SajrAy |
circumstance for the Song invasion, its execution was obviously the attempt at reconquering to sUju-
gate under imperial rule another country that had gained independence.

The Song Expedition in the Ticentury:
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In the 1070s, the war between the Song imperial forces andx | stor o) f

the Vietnamese kingdom was initiated by an imperial effort t y

cut the trade between the Viethamese capital and the kingdom

of Nan Zhao in the southwestern part of present China. As the Song amassed troops and supplies in
preparation for military operations, a Vietnamese general initiated apr€ LJG A @S a0 NA |1 S @
made the decision to launcha f@llO £ S Ay @l &A 2y @0¥p. dp)k $he findl fhase dfthg’ AR ;
G NY & 2A0K SIFOK &aARS KIFE@Ay3 RSY2yauNrGSR GKS ¢
other, the stalemate began to work against the Song forces. Provisions were nearly depleted. Over half
the army was dead from battle, heat exhaustion, or tropical fevers, and most survivors were weak from
illness. Furthermore, the monsoon rain were about to begin. The Song generals wanted to withdraw but
they dared not do so without some token of success. The Viets understood this, and a message from
[Viethamese king] Ly Can Duc to the Song emperor was delivered to the Song encampment apologizing
for having violated Song territory in the past, promising not to do so again, requesting to send tribute and
reSaidlofAakK y2N¥YIE NBfIFGA2YZ YR 27FFSNKHD s)HINE LI2

This was one of the instances in the Sifietnamese relations since the l@entury, where the victori-

2dza LRt 23AT SR (2 (GKS OlIyljdAaKSR FyR 2FFSNBR (rf
2 ¢F&f 2N OKI NI OG SNA T S dHovip.Kk)the Vaethamiese hatl o submithd alcdid A
tinuous vassalage within the Chinese empires.

The 3 Mongol Invasions in the TZentury:

The first Mongol invasion occurred in 1257 when a force of 25,000 men entered into Vietnamese terri-
tory on their way to attack from the south Southern Song troops. The Mongol occupied temporarily -
the capital but were defeated by a counterattack by the royal army and quickly repulsed out of the
city.

The second invasion occurred in 1258 when 2 Mongol armies crossed the northern border and a third
one attacked from the south. All three were able to enter the capital. However the Viethamese kings
retook the capital and expulsed the invaders across the border.

The Mongols returned in 1287, also with three armies. They were again able to occupy the capital but
were defeated within a few months.

K. W. Taylor probably does not consider these invasions by the Mongols as of Chinese origin because th
Han were themselves conquered by the Mongols at that time. Nevertheless, whether these attacks were
by Mongols or by Han, they all came from northern people, ravaged the country, had to be similarly de-
feated, and had the same effects on the memory of the Vietnamese people as the other Chinese con-
quests.

The Ming invasion and occupation in the t"l‘&entury
After an unsuccessful attempt at escorting a man who claimed to be a member of the Viethamese royal
family and to put him on the throne, the Ming emperor sent two armies totaling over two hundred thou-
alyR YSYy | ONRaa GUKS 02NRSNJ G2 RSTFSIO FyR O Liidz
text that the royal family was extinct, ordered the organization of the conquered land in the mold of an
imperial province. This occupation lasted twenty years until the imperial armies were defeated by the
uprising led by a local leader who subsequently established a new royal dynasty.

LY Yo 2d ¢l &8f2NRa 26y aaSaaySyids GKAa O2yljdzsSai
disruptions caused by military operations, there was no harvest. Famine combined with an epidemic, and
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/O HI S t or y f)n?) I'\II"k]I_ occupa éﬁﬁo&c?ﬁath?dhhotliﬁésmi

craftsmen, shipbuilders and their families and sent them
China, apparently for the preparation of a largeale naval expedition. They confiscated all the local
administrative documents and literary works, and either destroyed or sent them to the imperial ca
where they all disappeared except for an anal of a previous dynasty. The Vietnamese were there
left with no writings of their own production from before the W8entury.

YO 20 ¢l &f2N) FRYAGA GKIF Mngdgnasty Endeavoe@ty thkezadsantagé
dynastic change among the Vietnamese to restore the-#lany’ 3 A YLISNRA I £ 062 NRS
of dynastic troubles in a neighboring country to invade, subjugate it under harsh imperial rules an
completely destroyed its cultural and literary treasures certainly did not seem to be justifiable und
any circumstances, contingent or otherwise.

The Qing Intervention in 1879:
To support the Le king to regain his throne, the Qing emperor ordered an expedition to be led by
32OSNY 2N 3SYSNrf 2F aGKS Gg2 DdzFry3aaés GKS 0
the Vietnamese capital. The Qing troops were however attacked and pushed back shortly after b
troops of a newly selproclaimed emperor.

K. W. Taylor considered this expedition of Qing troops as a noble action on the part of the Chines
peror in support of his vassal. Whatever ultimate intentions the Qing emperor might have had in h
own mind, the presence of imperial troops from China in Viethamese soil was always a dire porte
GKS +ASOyl YSasSQa SeSasxy O2yaARSNAyYy3I GKSAN LI

The Chinese Invasion in 1979:
I O0O2 NRAY 3 (2 1979 Chin®attacked Vietridi to prdvghnt Soviet influence from stabili
Ay3a Ay £ASUGYyIFY FYR [/ FY02RALF FFAGSNI ! YSNRAOLFY
and caused over one hundred thousand casualties and destroyed the economic and infrastructur
GKS 02NRSNJ LINP@AYOSa 2y (KS *ASGylrySasS aAARS
such killing and destruction by foreign invaders?

Il OO2NRAY3 Y 20 ¢lFef2NRa |aasSaavySydaz GKS =
FNRY / KAYlF a GKSANI LINRGSOG2NAR YR Sye22@eSR
fered. It was obviously not the case in any of the invasions by the imperial forces from China, eith
during the Han, the Song, the Mongol or the Ming dynasties, nor during any other occasions whe
imperial courts sent troops from China into Vietham seemingly for benevolent purposes. K. W. Tal
probably wants to ignore the exactions that the Viethamese people suffered over the centuries as
results of all those Chinese expeditions. Does he ignore the price that the present Communist go
YSyld Ay ASOylLY KlFa G2 LIeé& (2 (GKS / KAaAySasS ¥
and the Americans from 1945 to 1975, or does he mix up the intentions of the Americans in inter
Ay {2dziK *+ASdylY (G2 LINB@SYyld RdzZNAy3a (GKS [/ 2fR
-East Asia, with the assistance that the Chinese Communists provided to their Viethamese count
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in the 1960s and 1970s? OWMi story of

| do not want ignore the four instances of Chinese interventions

GKFG Y 20 ¢lFeft2N) OAlSa Ay KAa 0221 Fa o0SySg2f¢
refugee Song Chinese armies were allied with the Viethamese during the Mongol Wars of the thirteenth
century. In the eighteenth century Qing China sent an expedition to support its vassal, the Le dynasty
king, against rebels, but had no ambition to take over the country. In the 1880s, @higaat cost and

with little prospect of success, honored its obligations to the Viethamese court by attempting to prevent
the French conquest aforthern Vietham. In the early 1950s, China served as the ally of an aspiring Viet-

Y6IEYSasS LonN®piesdSé ®

GwSTdzaSS {2y3 / KAYSaS IN¥YASa 4SNB fftASR gA0GK i

a B¢ Ly Ol GKSasS {2y3 I N¥xe dzyAda KIR
( dzal yRa Ay *ASOGYylIY®d ¢KS& aoSNBE St 02YS woe
YR Ffft286SR (2 g8JUphd)The iicBrpodatioh & Sdddrtéba@pshinto the Vietham-
ese army units in their fighting against the Mongols could not be considered as a military support of-
fered by the Song court at that time to the Tran.

©

GLY GKS SAIKIGSSYGK OSyGdzNBE vAy3d [/ KAYylF aSyd |y ¢
3 Ayad NBoStaz odzi KIFIR y2 FYoAGA2Y (G2 Gl 1S 2
GKS vAy3a SYLISNBNE aG221 KAA Rdzieé a 'y 2@SNI 2
torial expansion in the soutli-HoV p. 378)The author probably bases this assertion on the proclama-
tion by the Qing emperor in restablishing the Le king on this throne, where the suzerain assured
that the imperial court had no territorial intentions. However, according to Gao Zong Shi Lu
the official annals of the reign of Emperor Gao Zong, the Qing emperor issued in 1788 an edict show-
ing his intention of also attacking the southern part of Vietham and not just escorting the Le king back
to his capital.

GLY GKS wmatgeatichst dn&witlylittlE prospect of success, honored its obligations to the Viet-
namese court by attempting to prevent the French conquestathernt A SGy I Yé Y LY RSS
French attacked Hanoi, the ancient capital in North Vietnam, the Vietnamese court asked the Qing
SYLISNERNI F2NJ KSt L) Ly FlLOGX GKS vAy3d 02dz2NIQa A
sert their suzerainty over Vietnam and protect its southern border. When Qing troops were finally
defeated by the French, it had to renounce its rights over Vietnam.

GLY GKS SINIeée mMoppna> / KAyl &aSNWSR |a (GKS Fffe ;:
the French and the Americans, Communist North Vietnam received military supports of various sorts
from the Chinese Communist government. After their victories, they had to pay dearly their debts by .
redrawing the Siné/iethamese border to the disadvantage of Vietnam and by ceding the control over
a number of islands in the South China Sea.

K. W. Taylor seems to have made a%3@fte-face in his view on the relationship between the people of

Vietnam and the imperial forces from China. In his previous bdak,K S . A NJi Khe2e€ogniz&dS (i y I

GKFG a/ KAYl YySOSNI NBy2dzy OSR Ada LINBadzYySR NAIKI

reconquer Vietnam@ov xvif YR G KF G & h@SNJI GKS LI ad 2yS GK2dzal

GKFy aS@Sy GAYS&a RSTFSIGSR GaGSYLIWGaA o0& [/ KAYLEF (2

rules bred an instinctive resistance to Chinese and, by extension, to all foreign political interfeéeence,

xvii). In his second book ! | A a2 NB 2 TK 9 K&S2 iASyiay  KASE SEXI 6 SYSy i
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OMi story ofemE e;"?anea T oFh ﬁaﬁ!fﬁﬁ“

dza dzl £ OARK NDmiaYSanmot hy;fl}ﬁ)v&badwraNhether he
has discovered new historical facts in the 30 years after the publication of his first book or this shi
interpretation of historical facts was somehow affected by recent changes in policy of the two
neighboring Communist regimes in their relationship. In his first book, the author seemed to be
strongly influenced by the viewpoints of Viethamese historians of the 1970s and 1980s. In the se
book, the author seems to assume the role of a conciliator. If he tries to defuse the tension that is
steadily building between the two countries in view of the programs of expansion by the Beijing g
ernment into the South China Sea, his intension is laudable, but his assessments of past events t
this present stance fly in the face of historical records.

A united Viethamese people:

LY KAd NBO2YyaARSNIGAz2zya 2F GKS zASdylrySasS K
+ASOYyl YSasS LIS2 L)X Soé 1S OAGSa GUKS Ylye T Ol
among them: 1. The attitudes of mutual disdain of the people of the region of the Red River basin
the people of the coastal regions further south; 2. The pride that the people of the region of the a
capital Hue in Central Vietnam show in their desire to speak with moral authority for the rest of th
country; 3. The stereotyped differences between the people of North Vietnam and the people of
Vietnam. The author also mentions the different religious, ideological, and cultural orientations a
the Vietnamese people as the results of their more recent contact with other civilizations: French,
AAlLYyS ''YSNRAOFIYX 1S R2Sa y2G asSSy (2 gl yid (2
munist North Vietham and those who live in rR@ommunist South Vietnam from 1954 to 1975 durin
the war, and the present conflict between people who want to maintain the-pay totalitarian se
Ot fSR a/2YYdzyAaidé NBIAYS yR (K2&aS gK2 gl Yy

In fact, the Vietnamese themselves are very well aware of the various sorts of difference that cause their disunity. Alt
regional, religious and social differences exist in every nation, tt is a very particular flaw in the national charhet$fietf t
namese that has caused many of their endeavors to fail, prevented them in many instances from building a unified fr
face a common enemy, and made it difficult for them to set up a large corporation to challenge foreign competitors. T
Vietnamese people have a hard time cooperating with each other if they are not of the same family, do not come fro
same geographical region, believe in the same god or belong to the same political party. They seem to be unable to
aside differences in their viewpoints in order to find a common ground where they can join forces to accomplish a mu
beneficial endeavor. They prefer instead to go their own ways.

These factors have caused the Viethamese to engage in many internecine wars, from family feuds te cedaagde

long infightings between political factions; the last one in th& 2entury has killed close to one million of their own peopl
However, whenever the Viethamese people in the past have always been able to rally under the command of strong
to preserve their national independence. After 40 years of Communist control, can they do it again in the present inte
tional geopolitical situation?

Recapitulation

K. W. Taylor has contributed two very wedicumented volumes on the history of the Vietnamese people and shed new
light on certain events and historical personalities that had not been mentioned in history textbooks. THertarvgork
that the author took several decades to bring to fruition deserves the highest praise. The final assessments by the au
the formation of the Vietnamese people and the Viethamese culture have to be challenged, however, in view of the ¢
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diction between these views and the historical facts that were indisputable and, .

were duly mentioned in his books: 1. The ancestors of the predentVietnam- 0] bél Il S t or y 0] f

ese and their descendants had lived since the first millennia BCE in the territories

that now constitute the country of Vietham. 2. A lasting Vietnamese identity dating back to the first conquest of thigiryterri

by the Han empire and the following dynasties from China, thanks to the survival of an ancient language \éeRnMtmng
language, as it was called by linguists) and the preservation of their territory; 3. The perennial tensiwis e imperia

dynasties from China caused by repeated invasions over the centuries and 4. A united people despite their perennial internec-
ine divisions and infightings.

This paper does not aim at stoking nationalistic sentiments among the Vietnamese people in view of the current tension be-
tween Vietnam and China resulting from the expansionist maneuvers in &@sthAsia by the present Chinese leadership. Its
purpose is to draw the attention of readers of tiie! | A a i 2 NB 2 To thie fa& that théniajf Findl 8sse$$ments by

its author seem to be skewed in regard to the relations between the people of Vietham and the successive empires in China.
The foremost desire of people in any nation is to live in peace, but empires by nature are expansionist to the detriment of
smaller countries. In writing this article, | do not put any blame for the past invasions from China on the Chinese people, b
the imperial dynasties with their disdain for the desires of other people to live their lives in their own ways. The Vestname
nation is now a mixture of many ethnicities, including many immigrants from China who came and settled in Vietnam, origi- _
nally either as traders, imperial administrators, soldiers or refugees, and after a generation or two, adopted the Vietnamese
culture and were no longer distinguishable from the other inhabitants. Many of the immigrants from China served in high posi-
tions in royal courts or in various governments in modern times; many others have served and made the ultimate sacrifice in
the Vietnamese military. They contributed to the development of the economy and participated in all aspects of their country
of adoption. They are part of what we now call the Vietnamese people.

L GKAY]l Y® 20 ¢Fef2NRa AYOIGSNILINBGFGAZ2Y +Fa Al Aa
book,d ¢ KS . A NJi Kma¥ oretclos®lii ngflect the historical development of the Vietnamese .
LJIS2LX SY G¢KS O0ANIK 2F +#ASGylY RSAONAROSR Ay (KA:
Asian cultural world that had its roots outside that world. Within the context of East Asia as a whole, this
was a frontier consciousness but for the Vietnamese it was simply what they happened to be. They had
learned to articulate theirno#t KAy SaS ARSyGAGe Ay GSN¥Xa 2F [/ KAyl
straints imposed by Chinese power during long periods of their history, the survival of this identity is as
AAIAYATFAOLIY G Fa GKS Odzt (dzNI f BoF@2MNY Ay 6KAOK Al Ol

The Vietnamese people still constitute a distinct nation; any Vietnamese still consider him/herself foremost as Vietnamese,
and not a member of any regional, political, religious group, no matter how strongly panisated he/she is. When threat-

ened of foreign invasions, Viethamese leaders in the past have been able to rally their people to confront a common enemy.
The real question is whether the same unity and determination can be reproduced in the present political and social condi-
tions.

In abbreviation: BoV

In abbreviation: HoV

(Peter Zineman, UC Berkeley)

For exampl e, Aich, Nt mo i s wr,whereemch ndo liogogompdhsed ndfm sz
and , which are assembled together to form a single ném character, whileln* moé) i s a singl e Ch

used to indicate a ndbm word.
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PQ Phan, a famed Viethamegenerican composer
of o

%@rmusic, has dedicated hit

. PAGE |4 K
/ Q
P h UC uang P h an 1ifelong passi?to music and has carved out a suc
cessful career in composition, particularly in writing

KAa K2YS O2dzyiNBQ& GNIRAGAZ2YLEFE YdzaAO LIASOS
PQ Phan, 51, whose full name is Phan Quang Phuc and has a D.M.A (Doctor of musical arts ir
sition) from an American university, has spent years composing contemporary classical music
ing orchestra instruments to EONB I 1S KA & K2YStlyRQa (NI RAGA
Glid2y3¢s YR aOFA fd2y3id
t KIyS K2 Ad OdaNNBydGte Iy aa20A+0S LINRTSa
Music-:2yS 2F (GKS | { Qa  SaroRayimriguingzéohcerto fithgod i A i Gz8 N
LISNODdza aA2Y YR YAESR SyaSyofSé¢ RdzZNAY3I KAA
S5AYK LINPGAYOSQa KEFEffYFIN] o6FdGidtS RNHzY NKeé K
taneously.

I Aa Y2ad AYLRNIFIYyG 62N} Aa a¢KS ¢S 2F [ |
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BArOKZUHcolRart 1 PHAN QUANG PHUC
https://iwww.youtube.com/watch?v=YMEZNX70A Part 2 {1962~)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7LFAcxHwYIPart 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6GqGgBo5L®art 4

e E N e
A

§IE)O ThlenAThlnh Enté Ie@ﬁ@rarDo Thien Thinh, originally from Ben Tre, South ’
2 ; & nam escaped from Vietnam and immigrated to the U.S. He p ....

himself through school and became an engineer then entreprt-'
neur. He built a $2.5 M Vietnamese Community Center in Sacramento and gave it to the Vietnar 1
community there.

ST ey e, P T T /AR S RS TN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eBsG28GgEg

Tom Cross: Film Director ang {Seat SHREE e o vie.

namese American, took home the Academy
Award for editing for his work on the feature fiMdhiplash-- the movie's third Oscar of the evening
- beating out the category's heavy favoritBeyhoodand The Grand Budapest Hotel

This was only Cross' third feature film as editor. His previous credits inthel&pace Betwegfiny
Day Nowand Time Lapse€This was his first Academy Award nomination.

et SR S A

{ Michelle Phan: Enirepreneur

e NS (T T /A S M NN 1)

usxXxm Siri

Michelle Phan, the beauty vilogger OG who's nowuti-millionaire, didn't al-

ways have beauty brands fighting to hire her. In a recent Into The Gilogk,

Phan admitted that Lancéme refused to hire her as a sales associate when !
was just getting into the beauty business. "l didn't have the sales experience
GSNB f221Ay3 T2NEb tKIFYy SELIXIFAYSRd h
want to empower women and do makeup demos on people.’ jusXm)) / / {((Siril
While that line may not have panned out initially, things worked out pretty we ;
for Phan A few years down the road, Lancome's head of PR came to her wit|
deal to make her the brand's first official video makeup ambassador, and no

Phan's business is reportediyprth $84 million

http://www.racked.com/2015/2/17/8051215/michellgohanlancome
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BArOKZUHcoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4-MEZNX70A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7LFAcxHwYI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6GqGgBo5LQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eBsG28GgEg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0189285/
http://www.racked.com/2013/11/21/7635609/beauty-vloggers-make-the-most-blogger-money-of-all
http://intothegloss.com/2015/02/michelle-phan-makeup/
http://www.racked.com/2015/1/16/7560599/bethany-mota-michelle-phan-vlogger-authenticity
http://www.racked.com/2015/2/17/8051215/michelle-phan-lancome
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R|de the Thun\ﬁpé]am heroes: 'I've been

waiting 40 years for this!'

Boxoffice hit has watrriors in tears, finally

a gives them celebration they deserve
http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/viethamheroesive-
= beenwaiting-40-yearsfor-this/

"...a film that exploded at the box office and ranked as the top
movie in the nation in per screen revenue this weekend."

Ride the Thunder film project has been several years in the mak-
ing: Author Rich Botkin and Director Fred Koster joined forces to
bring the true story of the Vietnam War to the screen.

Friday night, March 27, after hundreds of hours of filming, edit-
ing, and interviewing, the longwaited movie premiered at the
Westminster Regency 10 in Westminster, CA.

About 500 invited guests descended on the theater, including Vetarahsth American and South Viethamesefriends,

family, cast and crew. The crowd was all smiles and great expectations, knowing this movie might just be the vehiclé to spree
the truth about Vietnam.

America has largely been ignorant for 40 years plus concerning the Vietnam war: why we were involved, who were the NVA,
ARVN, and others? Who was funding and supporting the North Vietnamese Army? Did the South Vietnamese really want oul
help?

Were we winning and defeating communism in that small country in Southeast Asia? If so, why DID we pull out when we did’
And for 40 years Main Stream Media, academia, certain famous personalities and others have spread outright lies about the
intent and the successes in Vietnam.

¢KS (NHziK 2F #ASdylyYs I O2dzyiNE 2LIINBaadSR yR 200dzh SR
now.

http://www.ridethethundermovie.com/2015/03/ridethe-thunder-premieretakesthe-westminstertheater-by-storm/

A young U.S. Marine officer recounts his p— - :
ex);l)erie%]ces of the Vietnam War over a RICG Pad dy ReCOﬂ And re\
nineteen month period. He graphically

v describes what it was like to perform three distinct combat missions:-tange ground reconnais-
sance in the Annamite Mountains of | Corps, infantry operations in the rice paddies and mountains
A Maring Officera of Quang Nam Province and special police operations for the CIA in Tay Ninh Province. Using Ma-
Second Tour in Vietnam, rine Corps official unit histories, CIA documents, and his weekly letters home, the author relies al-
1968—19700 most exclusively on primary sources in providing an accurate and honest account of combat at the
small unit level. Of particular interest is his description of his assignment to the CIA as a Provincial
Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) advisor in Tay Ninh Province, where he participated in several secret
missions as part of the controversial Phoenix Program.

Available on Amazon
http://www.amazon.com/RicePaddyReconrOfficers19681970/dp/0786496231/

Andrew R. Finlayson
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