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Disclaimer: The listing in this newsletter of a book title or a film does not mean endorsement or approval by SACEI. All rights reserved. 

This special newsletter is dedicated to the 1970s and 1980s communist reeducation camps in Vietnam. Reeduca-
tion camps were nothing new in the world for the communists started sending their enemies or anyone who op-
posed them to their gulags in Siberia as early as the 1920s. The gulag is recognized as an instrument of political re-
pression in the Soviet Union according to article 58 of the Russian Soviet Federative Soviet Republic (RSFSR) Penal 
Code. The Chinese communists adopted the Soviet gulag system; the Hanoi communists then aped the Chinese. By 
1950, they began sending their enemies to the reeducation camps in North Vietnam. After 1954, they sent Hanoi 
citizens to the camps in the northwestern mountains of Vietnam. These prisoners remained there until they met the 
first South Vietnamese who were sent to these camps after 1975. By that time, northerners had lived in the camps 
for 21 years.  

Although things have changed, the Hanoi regime remains as oppressive and repressive as before: a simple men-
tioning of transparency or demand for freedom would land any Vietnamese into another "reeducation camp" or its 
modern version.  

During this April month, as the overseas Vietnamese mourn the 39th year of the Fall of Saigon, they also witness 
the 39th and 60th year of TERROR AND OPPRESSION in South and North Vietnam, respectively. 

Vietnam: The Land of the Reeducation Camps 
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lowing his release, he collected "information of rape and bribery" against communist officials, for which he was 
sentenced to death. The sentence was commuted to life imprisonment on appeal (http://sacei07.org/
Newsletter57.pdf, reproduced below in section IV).  
Singer Viet Khang (http://sacei07.org/Newsletter41.pdf) is serving time in one of these unnamed jails for writing and 
singing a song opposing China, which is considered as Vietnam's benefactor. Any demonstration about the Chinese 
takeover of the Paracel Islands would be immediately disrupted. A recently planned commemoration of the Paracel 
Battle was called off by Hanoi in order not to offend China (newsletter #65).    
Hanoi thus turned out to be no more and no less a ƴƎԚȅ (puppet) of the Chinese. What is bad is that four decades 
after the so-called liberation of the South, Hanoi remains a Chinese puppet --the LONGEST SERVING CHINESE PUP-
PET in Vietnamese history. It owes so much to China that it has to:  

1) offer lands to China in compensation for their assistance during the war (part of the northern borders of Viet-
nam, Paracel, Spratley Islands),  
2) quash any demonstrations against China,  
3) allow China to build Chinese villages inside Vietnam (Binh Duong...) so that the Chinese could one day takeover 
Vietnam?  
4) and allow China to extract bauxite in Vietnam and mess up the environment. Workers at these plants are Chi-
nese who were isolated inside Chinese compounds and removed from the local Vietnamese populace. What are 
the Chinese doing in these compounds is beyond anyone guess. 

The following picture taken on July 1, 2012 in front of the Saigon Notre Dame Basilica illustrates the point. As a Viet-

namese-French demonstrated against the Chinese in front of the Basilica, he was questioned by the secret police 
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ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǊǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΚέ  

During and after the war, the Hanoi communists used to carry long knives although westerners pretended not to 
know about them. Douglas Pike, however, had warned them: 
   

The meaning of the Hue Massacre seems clear. If the communists win decisively in South Viet-Nam (and the key 
word is decisively), what is the prospect? First, all foreigners would be cleared out of the South, especially the hun-

39 Years of Terror and Oppression (1975-2014) 
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dreds of foreign newsmen who are in and out of Saigon. A curtain of ignorance would descend. Then would begin a night of long knives. There 
would be a new order to build. The war was long and so are memories of old scores to be settled. All political opposition, actual or potential, 
would be systematically eliminated. Stalin versus kulak, Mao versus landlord, Hanoi communist versus Southern Catholic, the pattern would be 
the same: eliminate not the individual, for who cares about the individual, but the latent danger to the dream, the representative of the blocs, 
the symbol of the force, that might someday, even inside the regime, dilute the system. Beyond this would come communist justice, meted out 
to the "tyrants and lackeys." Personal revenge would be a small wheel turning within the larger wheel of Party retribution. 
But little of this would be known abroad. The communists in Viet-Nam would create a silence. 

 

Douglas Pike 
 

After suppressing the South Vietnamese 
military and intellectuals, they suppressed 
religious leaders and their communities: 
Catholic churches and Buddhist pagodas 
were closed and priests and monks were 
sent to reeducation camps. Where were the 
western voices that condemned the Ngos for 
their dealings with the Buddhists in 1963? 
Where were the Jane Fondas, the antiwar 
activists? What a SHAME. They kept SILENT, 
a golden silence that allowed the commu-
nists to continue their execution and perse-
cution of the South Vietnamese people. 
Where were these feisty politicians who 
decided to bring down the Saigon govern-
ment? They had become LAMBS in front of 
the invading Vietnamese communists: all 
they could do was to shamely turn their 
faces away. And the destruction of the South 
Vietnamese society went on... On the hands 
of these Fondas, antiwar activists, meek 
politicians, the blood of hundreds of thou-
sands of South Vietnamese... Of course, the 
Hanoi communists did THEIR killings, but the 
above westerners approved them with both hands and feet. 
 
After killing the South Vietnamese in their reeducation camps, suppressing South Vietnamese religious leaders, and taming the weak western-
ers, the Hanoi communists suppressed freedom in the South, "raping" Saigon and the South Vietnamese society, stealing 20 tons of gold from 
the Saigon National Bank, taking everything from cars, radios, bicycles, scooters, gold, diamonds, war materiel, ... to send back to Hanoi and 
enrich themselves. Communists who stayed in the South divided properties, banks, cars, offices, buildings, even prostitutes...between them-
selves. 

"They fought each other over houses, cars, prostitutes, and bribes. Soldiers and officials ...were confronted with what seemed to them an 
almost fairy-tale richness, theirs for the taking. It was as if the city had been invaded by a swarm of locusts." (Truong Nhu Tang, A Viet Cong 
memoir, 289) 

 
After bringing the South Vietnamese society to its knees, Hanoi moved to suppress all freedoms. Anyone who challenged the communist 
credo, anyone who raised the question of freedom, multi-party society was jailed and suppressed.  
 
This was the history of Vietnam, a story of the communist conquest of North and then South Vietnam. Dear westerners who are now sitting in 
the ivory towers of U.S. universities, dear antiwar activists who are now walking in the hallways and corridors of Congress or U.S. institutions, 
dear members of the press, do NOT tell us that Ho Chi Minh was a hero who had brought peace to Vietnam. We are the witnesses to Ho's and 
his communists' killing of the Vietnamese in general. They had brought war to Vietnam, caused 3-5 million Vietnamese deaths, and changed 
the Vietnamese society for the worse. They took over Vietnam to impose their communist rule, not to bring prosperity, peace, or pride to 
Vietnam. In their jails, languished freedom fighters who really fought for Vietnamese freedom. Among them is Nguyen Huu Cau, the Prisoner 
of the Century who had been jailed for 37 out of 39 YEARS under the communist rule.  

 
Now, they send the bloggers to jails: 
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Vietnamese-police-fabricates-evidence,-distorts-witness-statements-to-convict-blogger-30540.html 
http://nhttam.tumblr.com      
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