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A New Way of Being Vietnamese
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How does one defne the South Vietnamese,
thing as southern patriotsm? During the war,

Vietnamese’'s natonalism, whicéaxwasenhobgééedt
fact that they did not fght as hard as they
to a |l ack of mental vigor or even patriotsm
the Vietnamese or worse, to know very Ilitle

The Vietnamese have a |l ong history of f gl
939 CE wuntl today to preserve their freedom.
not hing because South Vietnam did not exist
once belonged to the Chams and Khmer s, Hi ndu
nese peninsul a. (1) And the year—mlag W0 emaemlad
began splitng up into two natons: north and
untl today. This is not to deny its ancient
four millennia ago.

The Vietnamese came from—-ahabobbtceubddnestp
| asotf a man, @ s,§ioa tfadi rayn.d Aaf er | ayfi mgm ovh iomte
oped ffy boys haen d ofufpyl egisrplls t up. This uni on
tal divorce in the world. (2)—Nwvpar e c&rneo wd te dlg
groups of peop+E3) ilvasqngl éed tVo emomwamt ai ns of h
tons untl BeftK&r dgEaikih Swydira

The South Vietnamese are reserved peopl e
vate and rarely share intmate feelings, exce
heartless or secretve. Schooled under strict
perceive the self as egocentric that needs t
ety. Like in any other Asian society, individualism—by extension self-promot on—israrely viewed as

a virtue, although the degree of individual:i

Vietnam is a country built by wars so mu
They |ive in wars, with wars, and by war s. I
to war s. I f there was no major warfare, ther

that required to be dealt with.

During the | ast20®Q@), ceéingtumamswgs 6@rbr oi |
|l asted a total of 105 years. -LI6&5Fi pst eidnt &
(Sty3 )yIRgahi nsStiyhe)iSl@Widthh ut external infuen
forettiygyght years unt|l both sides could no | onge
kepty3d gaetyid dicjPardated and divided fo#l8®&I0Mmo s
The Second Vi etlnBalnbe)s,e wMtairc h( 117a7s3t ed al most t hi
the South pitng the southern Ta&y Son against
regime. |t became an Asian regional war as t
side or another; it fnally ended with a defn
and northern L&/ Trinhl95A)narcd mednhlehWihd 9 &d ng
wars between the communists and the French t

Besides these major wars, there were innumer
other, one sect against another, one minori:t
tes, harvests, countryside, and economy | eav
these Vietnamese wars would also |l ead to maj

Continue on next page
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....................... “Without wars, Vietnam would not Have
ers Without war s, it would not have been a free country
the link between these events is war and deat h. Safei co
triumph and the blood of millions.” (4) :
Wars create their own heroes. And people |l ove to 'recc
There is nothing |ike a war victory to boost peopl
army to wage more wars. Victory is intoxicatng. Th
Wars, however, are destructve and its people usually
nage and destructon ravage each party’s countryside. |
i mpoverish everyone, and tear families apart, especia
that Gi ap is “uterly brainwashed by ambiton. Sending:
Brave men are the tools for carving one’'s initals in,
Wars are a tragedy, especially in Vietnam where qhey
oaliton of polarized people. The | ast civil war between
verylttheeNSt he Vi etnamese society. Vietnamese fought over
cratc society or a totalitarian communist country.—The f
reedom and independewas fwromgtheétcesmmphiystmeans that!the
heir cause will stand and be picked up by other peopl e
Four decades afer the fall of Saigon, Americans sit ||
Ends.” (8) They argue back and froevihsiadmiugt tthtee orritero gamnxd
of the Vietnam War is stll around ffwayewas: | Hoetrh E#éys
ese and Amerwaynwar oirf awd viencl ude the Chinese and the RuU:
the past. Take one party out of the equaton and t he war
in 1973 and decided that, “Mission was accomplished and
was not a wusual typ of war because its end has been:neg
ed unjustly, sudden , and in such incoherent a manner t
injustce that has ¢ sed the war to be debated agairw:and
er know the answer cause it did not happen that way.
The war ended as a violent and bloody military congue
ese could not withstand the communist invasion, theyist/|l

Vietnamese people remaining under the communist regime.
1
1

e

Iy
au
be

I n sum, the South Vietnamese have been at the foqefrc
e |t was their foreyle¥dr@douhtoh eprrm meoxt peadn ssiheen) vastly ex
to south while carving out under Lord Nguyé&n Hoang
etnam.” They were in Hué in 1400, Qui Nhon (1471),
out them, there would pe no South Vietnam (see Ima p
e A southerner Lord Nguyén Anh (King Gia Long) rewnif
doubling its original size and renaming it Dai Viét

e Southerners fought against communism from 1954 to 1
country and identtes, but were also sent to reewuca
ment as refugees. 1

e From 1975 onward, those who could escape abroad:(3
that stand in oppositon to the Hanoi communi st jregi
proud under the yellow South Vietnamese fag, whiich
other exiled community has been able to fy its ifag
Vietnamese are rather insular peopl e. Despite hiavi n
their shores. But in 1975, they spearheaded a massi
|l ar people into modern seafarers. This was the ﬂarg
and away fdemi Masxi smhey setled worl dwide in Austr e

. 1
Continue on next page
/
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afrmed their rights and firee
mmuni s m.

I't is tme to acknowl edge th-e e
there are two Koreas and two C
well as a democratc Vietnam. I
the South Vietnamese that brou
from the fourteenth to the ,eig
fourished and prospered intjo a
Sty3a @®N&ytdh Vietnam). Throulgh
they reunited Vietnam in 1800

preserve its independence firom
sion. By escaping overseas !fol
re

co

N

The fghtng spirit and the i or

1
8. Anderson¢KPawvli M) LK iLyS0O6HI 6y RAKY, Kentucky Universlity

p
namese characterize their E W

] What defne the Sou;ﬁth\ﬁdlﬁf@fmaﬁmees
; di aspor a. By leaving Hanoi ;in
] etnam, and through the diaspor
: invading communists in 1975, t
] where in the worl d. :

1
: |
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! I
] NAM TIEN and DIASPORA :

1
: |
! 1
\ 1
) 1
; NOTES i
1 1

1
11.The Chams and Khmers lived in central and south Vigtna
12.Vo, NghS3aSyMma 2F +ASGyLY® !y Lylfed&®x&onyRNES6McFay Iand,
'3.Vo, NgwhSpbaSQw.2ya ! 62dzi KCK® ateSBWYlAaX ez RIO15: 509 i
'4.Safer, CMb&aK@&lN@WL Yor k, St Martn. 1990: 20. .
' 5.1 bid, 19. :
1 6.Fall BdraniamdSbSOaz2zWechy¥nli cxslbNIr g, Stackpod®Syolok32 dzyZI['DNlID:
! 2dz20 OSNI SRS Al A3 YRBRYRUAZAZAMBR ixcG /x eo $Mmy I hakdzt ext .
'7.Hess, Gary R. ThELUR¥INa O ropir B éndgldB1e9.9 4 . .
|
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

-
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A Pale Smoke.
Bet ween the cutng of the meats and the wrapping of the ¢
the open. Maybe | had more hair, a down winter coat ?nd
t me afer the war. The Kingdom ofered a hard |life, bas ea
of . He had probably been wounded. .
1
|l did not want to ask. Fate had treated me more klmdﬁy.
my i maginaton, but our eyes refected back into oursehlves
He asked if | had been there. He asked because | huajdt,spo
curious or a fool He wanted to know if he had to explai
asked if | knew Danang, Nha Trang, Dong Ha, the Highqand
three, meaning years or tours. How many words do youinee
fear ? .
1
| said yes, remembering the frefghts over the hillawﬁnd
in and dropping bombs and tumbling napalm. Heard theiart
parts in a violent orchestra, with strings, wind ins{rum
1 1
EI watched the earth explode and burn, green to blackiand
rafernoon matnee performance with a beewprodeld¢crdclilghredawdiet
,airport, running for cover, strafng runs on the rimeer bed
yabout friends on the wall, the memorial we thought was g
1 1
1 told him about fying supplies into fre bases, comiég i
igrabbing the wounded, engines whining to full power and
ywe hardly knew did not have the range or | uc Dustdqhok
:hoping to go back for another run. Unt | next t me. Ev?ry
1 1
yOur purchases were put on the glass counter top. He t ook
yas he turned, said, “So long,” watched him walk tmtmwe c
:door He | i mped and did not | ook back I f he had saig ot
irthan he wanted to say and more than | needed to hear ,
1 1
1
 What was it, two, three minutes of history? Meetng, éouc
rwas tnged with the gone before. Walking on. Shared survi
iing to be spoken or shared with clerks, cashiers or ¢fce
1 1
1
' Two men, strangers, known from and for a thousand yeérs
:Whatever passes for the soul. Pushed far back and down,
ryoung man, l ooking out the door of an aircraf at time,j un
iwind in his hair, wind so strong that it made the eyeés w
:What he saw was something el se. Maybe nothing. !
1 1
iWe had validated ourselves at the meat counter in a $ mal
ithat |1 would never meet again, except in myself A man s
:cleansing. I am not sure. Fire |l eaves ash and scar. fnd
| |
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
AY /
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Revisiting Vietnam 50 Years Afterntiged et

1
L KGLIAYKK G 66 PAYATKEAZY AL YER S ipOR S N0 602 81350 WB @d & p o va
A few year sGeargman aV s iethnedn my home in Hanoi for an int@@rvi
:end of the war with America. We talked of postwar pr @l emn
1l eaders, and the country’s aspiratons. We also talke(@ of
I
I
. At one point, our conversaton veered toward the even su
:seconds for the government media minder, an ofcialeo t he
rwhil e she took the producer and reporter out to my gd@ar den
i was broached again, or even if we returned to the ge ral
I
1
:Later, I told her about all the informaton on the wa t ha
rphotographs, artcles, essays. I showed her Googl eoti8tngs
. maton, the more that journalists would dig deeper. I oul
1
I
:“You wi || not talk about that,” she kept saying. “Yo wi |
I
\ Fify years afer the fact, the Tet Ofensive 4 mielciotgam y eldo
. North Vietnam but a politcal victory, as the shock o t he
:Breaklng a truce that was supposed to allow the warr|ng s
rsent tens of thousands of soldiers and Vietcong guerfill a
,gon, home of the U.S. Embassy. They believed they coluld 0
,prise, and inspire a general uprising that ould overthro
:but failed in the s:etca»pnmilH—g'hleqslsﬂstaepedteéa—an,doaﬁ)lelkemyc
rwhatever ground they’'d taken. !
I
I
I
, But not in Hue, the former imperial capital, in central V
rone of the bloodiest of the war. The dead among northern
rnamese sufered more than 600 dead and almost 3,200 wbunde
iand the state propaganda machine stll goes into overldrive
I
| I
:But of a massacre of thousands of Hue civilians? Not,a wo
I
I
. Shortly afer the communists were driven out, people in Hu
television channels showed horrifying scenes of griebing
Lwer e presumed to be the intellectuals and teachers, fover
ring during the communist occupaton. Physical evidencé sho
. bl ank, or buried alive. No one knows exactly how many peoc
rof them civilians. They died in a deliberate campaig'n by
rdeeply embedded in Western aeldaowntss eaf itnhevikeatnlaem.f ArnjdHwee t
lnamese people, a civil war, the fratricidal natur e olf t hi
I
| 1
:This is what | had begun to tell the journalists abolbt wh
|
I
|
Ll January 1968, my family was living in Da Nang, buF t o
i house in Hue. |
|
I
|
:My father was the region’s civilian governor, and whgneve
i housae mansi on, really, i mmacul ately kept, with Art De'co ar
‘on the terrace or in the many gardens.

Continue on next page
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t night of the Lunar New Year, January 30,:we
Il ets were fying in every directon. Fl arVWes 1 occ
of seeing that communist troops had surroyunde

1

1
|l ock on the morning of January 31, they came |
nded up in the neighborhood. 1

1

1
d about a hundred of wus, mostly women and ¢hil
two sisters and me quiet. We were dazed ar:1d a
s,” “securing our city” and “driving outwkmper
aid in his northern accent, but he seemed Mmena
s and mountains or in villages far away. .

1
days before we were allowed to go back into t
had been thrown all over. Upstairs, my father
t we were s afraid we were unable to speak.

1
a few minutes, soldiers told us to leave. ©On t
were on the foor, and the suitcases had béen
I vy -hbaonxd.e dWea nlde fr eetnuprtnyed t o our basement prijson
|l ater, my mother motoned me toward t he one tn
The soldiers had |ined up a row of men and,ted
I saw my father among them. .

1
er, the communist soldiers withdrew from tl:le g
us to Hue University, by the bank of the Perfu
ospital. From the sixth foor, | could see {he
to the various foors bel ow. Most days we sat d
ersatonst.d Ad v fwegktksgoft heusel di ers recaptured
ebruary 24. :

1

1
naged to get back to Da Nang, our house wa$ Ul
ather, and no way of fnding any. :

1
st year, we did not teldwemwegeamdfati dehet wgul o
mot her went to the neighbors’ houses to cry so
er, news came about the mass graves. My mot her
corpses horrifed her She never went back,

1

1
not quite an orphan While other families Bl)uri
secret. School mates didn’t quite know whatito
ut | found consolaton in the antwar songsgof T
e felds, l ying on city roofs, under the temple
Al though the government banned his music, @t s
ths and then the years following the Tet Ofens

1
1
n the south would mean more massacres, moreé¢ pe

1

* * k k *x *k Kk *x * * :

1

1

1

1
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'That fear shaped my fate: As cqrpmuniAst forces cl osed n o
1 States. Likldamyesose eme Di lkeubeddme Yovbez od a anibiud to mey m ersb er
y mained in Vietnam, stuck in t het wehta osprtihlat f ol | owed e ¢
I

I

:While |l spent my adolescence coming to grips with Am@rica
rthe principal of a school and reduced to poverty. Af]| m o
:City, she sometmes sold soup on t hQ@uynh,eewhso tpr cswed ot thee
,would die too young.

1

L1 1973, the |l eaders of the north and south signed t ag
lexchange. One of those exchanged prisoners managed t s mu
yther wrote. It was the frst tme in fve years we’d ha any
lcar e of the children, a task that I am anxious tohathg¢ e W
rhe was being held in a remote area near the Chinese [@orde
iduced to a thin old man. But his spirits seemed high!

i He was released in 1980, afer 12 years’ captvity wit ut
:and my mother to emigrate to the United States. I hual t
reducaton and set out on a haphazard path that woul d ad
Lairport in San Francisco, he was astonishingly healtly an
! I

iWe spent many months rediscovering each other, but wg mov
rer talked of 1968; it was too overwhel ming. He wrote'Labou
i n camtndi tkyept in his memory untl he | eflL tahdel SNaBu niit K §/HI FreeNB.
yread the books and saw the documentaries about the Tiat Of
! I

: espite all t hat history, | began to consider moviing, back
,tonally have a strong sendge® dfheplcadeg. wlhefrrealmlyyfrad:\heed:si’ncZa
I

: * % % * * % *x *x * * i

: I

i 1”ve made many new friends in Hanoi, young and ol d, Ibut t
 States has not extended to the details of my experie'nce 0
' many had an equally traumatc tmeth& medi BhuageVistBamyear
rpeople were born afer the war,l aoli hgng“aheegtdi@868g ®bthhe
rnatonal mantra !

! [}

E n nightclubs and cafés, thetmesicvefsdngah CongtlBenomnsss
I r Those are, once again, banned. My friend Tran Ahh Qu
,ofen tells me | am obsessed with the past. “You don’'t kno
' know the truth about what’'s happening in our societyitoda
! |
:Occa5|onally, I can Then comes a moment | i ke the tme a r
' “1 want to redevelop the whole attude there and choaurge th
:ists Many come for a past far removed: They visit ancien
ryen dynasty, which lasted from 1802 to 1945. The tmo@gl gui
ithe walls of the buil dings within the Citadel and sll"lsewhe
yare taken to the Khmer Rouge’'s infamous “killing felfjs” i
) |

'l asked the devel op-earb caubto utth et hfee eglhionsgtss amonguet he peopl e t|
iof the dead from 1968, about their feelings toward nprthe
\ Continue on next pade

e R M M R M M e e R R M M M M M M e e R R M M R M M M e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e -
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S
a
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TO

Reuvisiting Vietnam 50 Years After {

fer 50 year s, I know my memories from that era will il as
ill ever be Iifed, and the anger | felt when I wassher:]ego
elented and all owed me to r eGseumea nmyt ecaom voenr scaatnoerr awi tBfu tt h
he interview ever aired in Vietnam.

Recently an acquaintance of mineKS t{hzNNE dgptadiTn t2Baddd aNif mig,e rf

aid: “You will. Write about it. You and me. We survived

nd the Cold War was a big part of it. But the Tet Of:ens
1

o now | think of the media minder: “You wi ||l not .” And

istory writen by the living, the winners. The other wis

968: A war, a year, a memory forever being buried alpd r

KGLIAYKK GGG DY EoaYSadO2 Y kLaNBWLyFRIEKRK 14 K K 3KIBI A2 W K &KIZSY

|

|

\

During the early days of January 1968, the 150,000:

biggest event odaythIeuryaerarneWh)eeatrhrfeeestval-aqfeaTet.reMs}t

decorated gardens with fowers and bonsai. Women gat:h

their ao dai tunic dresses. Vendors packed the stre:e
\

Life in the city | ooked setled and as quiet as couad b
|

The seat of modern Vi eNghuayne hsu & owandd i rnegg adrycheads t byy, alhleias

religion and educaton. The i mperi al Ciothahdeeht ur e Fekiab ar

tecture created a tranquil and nostalgic appeal, ev:en a

fume River. With al/l of its persistent and strict n:orms
1960s was the most characteristcally Vietnamese cit:y.

|
But Hue was not stuck in the past. The University bf H
a few years of its founding in 1957 became agents ¥ so
tonal government. The Buddhi sBudnbhiidti zmd loinc iod s 1c9f63tl:aaga$
ment was ignited in Hue. Discontent and urban movements
venton in Vietnamese afairs resulted in increasing :turrr
on fre. I nstability and protests roiled the city ag:ain
|
By 1967, Hue was a center of wurban oppositon to su:cces

city shaken by -idnemoolnasttanast,o nhsu, n gseerl fstri kes and other:exp
\

With no American mili tta@aympabetia befworaniﬁgﬁa,a'rmgicit
di ately as the surrounding countryside. Samuel Thomsen,
Hue with his wife and daughter and “see dive bomber:s dr
The contnuing fow of war victms arriving at the Nat:onal
resounding night afer night, al/ intensifed the con:cern
|
Stll, the metamorphoses that were under way manifes}ed
ty at home and in the workplace. The soci al atmosph:ere

termingled with growing anxietes over the war and u:ncer

§
Continue on next pag/e
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“1”ve been here fve years, and the situaton has nefger b
April 1967. i

|

|
The deterioratng situaton in Hue's environs addeyl @o tF
chose to spend nights in town, returning to their v I 1 ac
growi ng vi oclleanscse .f aMmididilees i n Hue, partcularly those @f g
gon, which seemed safer. !

1

I
In May, a nightme atack on the Huong Giang Hot el 0! Hu e
mors increased anxietes. One story had the gover nmefit Vyi
part of a deal, putng Hue on the new front I|ine. :

I

I
By |l ate 1967, Communist infltrators had developed :etwo
exactly how many of Hue's people were part of thesefinetyv
tacts only by appointment. And few people had inforfator
Pl ans for the coming atacks were being made in Hano! anoc
gathering in the mountains north and west of the ci: Y

1
Among the sympathizers who had been radicalized by, t he
father had been killed fghtng the French. Hef dradei dgrej€iome
stncts. In 1965 he began work as a |liaison to Commu:nist
teachers and merchants. I n the months before Tet, he was
maci es, at the same tme sending medical supplies and tr e
verse fow of weapons from his comrades found its wa}y int

1
But by the fnal days before the holiday, Hue' s pop:ulace
signs to embrace the arrival of a new and hopefully, bet e
cartng fresh fowers and festval cakes and candies made ¢
banana | eaves or colorful translIfurcee,nta bpouats thca IwWr aopf. 8Mi utthh
personnel were of duty, their families welcoming t hem hec
and uncl es. !

|
Among these hurried travelers was Tran Thi Thu Van:, wh o
her father’”s funeral on the eve of the lunar new ye:ar, J
Thu Van and her family adorned their heads with traditor

I
There were warnings of a surprise atack, but it wais e X p
the night and di sappearing before dawn. :

|

I
The Year of the Earthen Monkey was ushered in with! the
day of Jan. 30, 1968; those with Communist sympathiiies 1t
“Spring Poem.” First Day passed with food and famil:y anc
poor , Buddh+tasitl, bGHriiesvteadn t he events of First Day foresha
when the day passed in peace. :

|
That night, Ho Tan Phan atended a meetng at a comrade’s
room full of books, waited for what he knew was coming e

|
Shortly afer midnight on Jan. 31, 1968, waves of Cio mmu n
Around 2:30 a.m. automatc weapons and artllery rained he

recogni ze
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Hue Prepared for the Holiday, The

Ms. Thu Van woke wupwomsthiepi ni@amhdyse. anlcedd omot kno w h
“I'n the middle of the night | was suddenly awake wigth e
of the wooden plank bed, my ears were ringing with :the
1
Af er the inital moments of surprise, it was quickIly wun
shouted out commands in the rough tones of North Vietna
1
The Tet ofensive had begun, in Hue and throughout Sout
1
1
Before the day was far gone, the city had become ohe o
become the ofensive’s longest, bl oodi est batl e. !
1
The abundance of food prepared for feastng allowed] the
siege. But thousands, mainly civiliaprg hewenygatvial€li ¢ ajdedn
i ns. 1
1
1
; The city of kings had become a city of ghost s, its, blo
] her pen name, Nha Ca, in her novel “Mourning Headband f
1 Trinh Cong Son, “Sing Upon the Corpses” and “A Song! for
1 today | i ke wind over bones: :
1 1
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1 Nguye-nHubng is a postdoctoral instructor in the history
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