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A COUNTRY STAYS
ALIVE WHEN ITS
CULTURE IS ALIVE.

HOPE NEVER DIES IN
THE
INDOMITABLE
VIETNAMESE MIND.

e SACEI Newsletter updates
you on the latest news
about Vietnamese-

America.

e It serves as a link between
SACElI members and
those who are interested
in the Vietnamese or
Vietnamese-American
culture.
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They were young and brave Americans. I n th
away to fght against the communists and to
general and South Vietnam in partcular. Bra
fought not only against inclement weather a
di ed, many got wounded, but the majority of
The | ocals had it rougher because it was 't
friend who was a junior higdndtaeaxdamitnatond ,a
di straught and enrolled into the army. Afer
was sent to a unit in the I Corps in centr a
during a fght against the communists. He wa

{LDbLCL/!Db/ 9

The | uckydi Amdreiranan o f--alfeeack-yaefomienjouri @€ dut )y
home. Alas, they were treated not as heroes
home from Vietnam in 1970, he went straight
port, changed his fatgues into civilian cl o
not ashamed of his service, but he had no i
the war in Vietnam or the troops who served
homecoming, no music, no pgarmtgy stac rtif a&arek atntde
physical or other wise They were mistreated
di ferent. While memorials for the other war
i te memorials of the Vietnam War depict re
carved in black granite.

re were a few thousands of Vietnamese |
ege students, families of the embassy s
tary training. The bulk of the Vietname
Having | ost the war and their country,
Itq.,teeo,.’ll|9y905 that they were materially st
merlcan counterparts, |ike building a monu
There were about 2,000 conventonal me mor i a
diers all over the U.S. and buil t—tbhye Aomed iic
West mi nstheirl,t CAy Vi et namese to honor Americ
cause of marked diference in opinions betwe
Vietndmesécans with fnanci al coll ectons fro
Americans. The Vietnamese drew the memori al
yen was the engineer while Tuan Nguyen was
Lam Nguyen and Tuan Nguyen gave their tme f
monument, Thong Pham was its scul ptor.
Since the Vietnam War was a joint war agai
fghtng alongside the Americans, the builder
sol di er making this the frst joint Vietnam
added two fagpoles, one American and one Vi
yell ow background 4{Asnecalkclaed Freeddimetamameélee i

fag won recogniton in the 1990's as the syn
Continue on next page
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whil e the North Vietnamese's goal was to wipe out
Ret . Lt. Col. Craig Mandevill e, Vi
[ monument] wil/l provide closur e
'y, it wild.l provide our vets a w
were killed, it ensures they wil
“.For the Vietnamese, it protec

I

e

=7 =2
o =

—
=y

l ost. They |l ost their country..
help ease that pain when we hav
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Whil e the U.S. built Vietnam Memor i aj
Vietnam memori al Monuments displayed B
ing the war. At the present t me, ther
ments in the United States: 1) the mo

Memori al Monument; 2) the Houston, TX&

gigantc one; 3) the Orlando, FL Bald
Wi chit a, KS Vietnam Memori al Mo nument
and the | atest additon, the Auburn,
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Asked why he spent so much tme wo
scul ptor who took two years to fni
respects and repay the soldiers whoy
When it was unvédiologd mom u2ren3, htahde
l' ion dol |l ar s. It was the frst monu
Americans: the 58,000 American and
t he war against the communi st s.
Thet 03h statue | ocated in the Sidne
i s surrounded by a black marbl e fol
South Vietnam. The idea was origint
man Frank Fry, a World War ||l veteran. (4)
Engineer Lam Nguyen hel ped rpwtl atro gveatt F3%
eternal fame in Freedom Park on Al f oAl
tall bronze statue of an Ameri can sol(‘f
to shoulder. The monument opened in 2@
dedicaton. (5)
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moved to South Vietnam in 1954 to escgs
Uu.s. following the fall of Saigon.
paintng and scul ptng. In 1987, he movis
Town and Country Mall. He donated hi si
and hiring a crane to move the stat ueh4
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The centerpiece, on structural -tootrbkbtenaaedsbaoinek Upﬁ;ivtevae
one Sout h Wniettendah mesebatl|l e against Northern Communism.! The
Orl ando. (7)
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The Vietnamese in Wi chita thoug
Amer iftias9hn arm restng protectvely
Some American veterans objected
the John S. Stevens Veterans Mem
memorials by -Bobtandactped, bei m,
tween. (8) I n Kansas, even memor
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Ot her monuments are in the pla

VA Vietnam Memori al Monument an
Monument . 1

Fortthyr ee years af er-Amérei avams ain \{
Vietnam Memor i al Monuments to h,
to protect peopildeterfmi eead @om . aﬂ'dh/
are also for thehrl dhehdsenthaed Utah

and true story of the Vietnam W-»" == +haomamu hnw ~d
Vietnam War Memorial

The Vietnamese hope to build ol
each state to help heal the wou
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https://www.ocregister.com/2016/04/05/little-saigons-vietnam-war-memorial-gets-something-to-better-connect-to-its-history-computers/
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Viethamese Community in New Orleans
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NEW ORLEANMS cing at the street signs on a stroll throlbgh
shufwepd history I esson. The references to Fr eAncelr ircoaynasl,t ya,n
wor ds derAimeead cfamo ribnedtiraany tar ichoemspl| ex past, one indel|blly |
their way to the center of a city approaching its triicen i
But a handBSali goh Niewe DDMyB+i FfaVill age de |’ Est, a neighl
edge, some 15 miles from the French Quarter, hint at lan |
mar gi ns. :
For decades, Village de | ' Est haAsmebreecmmbsombet basgest akutl
the country (those are found in California and Texad), b
Cyndi Nguyen, seated on her front stoop, “a lot of pédopl
Like many of her fellow residents, Ms . Nguyen, who is: 48
caped from Vietnam beginning in 1975, afer the fall af S
presence in Vietnam, either as soldiers or civil servant:
A large porton ofi ntleugiopg!| s onNppeyen’ s father, 68, once
shrimp at a sewmafsoodd acnoompaonyNew Or |l eans by t he promlselof
sponsorship from the | ocal Roman Catholic Cmmurtchcomnnldnlftoy
ed in something of a cocoon, kept at arm’s Iengthaftdedm toil
| ocat on.
All of that changed in 2005. The devastaton wroughts by H i
afermath, forced the Vietnamese community to assereriitsel
vices to Village de I|opBsots eantdh,e neosrtea bp ri osnminbeensis |ayfh aan of evper byye
Deepwat er He+whaarh aiflecspeidl It he community dispropo+poahtel
cipitated another round of community actvism and civiic el
nomic opportunites and the pursuit of compensaton fon Wi t
Then, more recently, came another seminal event: Ms. |Ngu
nici pal el ecton. Whe she takes of—kmeroincd\/lmnajcalyncislhemevg/mbér
1
Now, 43 years afer the fall of Saigon and al most ]haagny:ears
ing, in some ways drastcally, and many residents think t|
est tes that once be—tpradtme:d)nlrdaytmg]etmerlilaelme—aneabegi%nad
fray within the younger generatons, many of whom are ino |
invested in the Roman Catholic Church. Greater access to
vi des, are al so dr—AmernlgceymSJnlgreare\/aseltmgalmps—feasrptemeralflryordnNd\A
dearth of | ocal economic opportunity.
Collectvely, these changes raise broad questons abouti thi
States, and about the seemingly oppecsfienng kaii msl ed hrya—ifridrams
and providing for greater degrees of engagement and iinte:
“1t’s something we' ' re all thinking about,” said Latmg:Le,
1975. “My generaton, we're mostly stl] her e. But the|y0u1
their degrees, heading for Texas and California.”
And those concerns ar e i-tndrumnacutnlgodlk,e aloonmyu nwittyH si tlsnrh:glan
small . “We’'re talking about investng tens of mllllons: of
church if 10, 20 years from now, the kids won’t be helre l
To be sure, Village de | '"Est is stll home t%onﬂnue‘bdn@x{péggjt al
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/05/us/vietnamese-forged-a-community-in-new-orleans-now-it-may-be-fading.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/05/us/vietnamese-forged-a-community-in-new-orleans-now-it-may-be-fading.html
https://www.nytimes.com/by/stephen-hiltner
https://books.google.com/books?id=MSbUOTHeSWoC&lpg=PA63&pg=PA63#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5400944
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New Orleans VN Comm

volve around three cultural pillars: religion, family\u an
I't’s hard to overstate the centrality of religious | iy fe.
Catholic, and the local church, Mary Queen of Vietnanmn, s¢
“AL kinds of soci al i ssues come to the church, ancdla,t:o t
social, mettheawhbbsumrbne yards.” I|In its early days, he s;:
and transl at e, the state’ s electrical codes. X

The church hosts the community’s annuadlanTetvefeésthal, ijacd
di splays and dragon dances. The church was al so instr:umel
MOV,N t hat since 2006 has advocated a range of devel opment
ing, social services and economic devel opment. :

Among MQVN’'s successful ventures was the establishment of
needed income to residents whose |ivelihoods were wipled (
“Af er the spill, a I ot of people basically |l ost tlesitn | ol
mated that a third of the conpmuendiotnyi nwaonrtkl eyd fisrh earfreecnt each di ns
al so restaurant owner s, servers, seafood wholesalers land
build greenhouses and aquaponic systems. I't al so estaebli:
“1f you drive around her e, most people are growing soemet
ognized that a |l ot of people already had the commitmédnt ;
Personal and community gardens aside, the community’s ini
its weekly farmers market. Beginning before dawn on Sat ul
range of products, from herbs (shiso, cilantro) andndegel
poul try. X

The produce is mostly laid out on the ground on—snactksy!orri c
banh tet rice cakes, seafood dishes. Outsiders are wel col
maj ority of conversatons take place in Vietnamese, and of
“The farmers, they grow everything in our own backyarnd,"”
stood over a selecton of erhiedd schrraibmp ,Pakitn g fmat chkee rseelc faentd
the origin of the seeds, which, over the years, many ir esi
I n spite of its robust agricultural Il i fe, the Vietnamese
“There’s just not enough business,” said Anh Hoang, gwho |
ago, this whol e cor roiwlnoerd vsbaussafmmélslisteosfwa\tiéturiamesoe:cupie(;l. B
way down,” he said, gesturing across the street at a rstr.i
trends, he said, are at | east partly ted to the commU:nit)
“As a culture, weouisent eé¢d, besmiodeMfamHbgng, who-—-opdnugaeeli
who setled in Village de |*Est in 1976 and initally worKk:
get her . But it’'s diferent now. We’'re transitoning. Every
individual . " :

Aaron Truong, who owns a shopping strip and runs aAdgdry c|
you can see, about 60 percent of the ofces here are gmpt
“There's bigger economic opportunity elsewhere,” he said,
Some of the successful businesses to have sprung from Vil
er New Orl eans. Dong Phuong Bakery, for example, whigh si
wi ches, has gained natonal atenton for JiatrmesbaSIeeaddqd:mlesn,dal
ca’'s Classics award 1

More generally, the proliferaton of pho and banh miofest :
the degree to which certain elements of Vietnamese cul tul
(As is ofen cited, Louisiana and Vietnam are both onet me
cultures The po’ boy and banh mi, for example, sharea a
keted as the Vietnamese po’ boy.) :

But even in the food industry, the role of family can be

Continue on next page!
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https://www.mqvncdc.org/
https://www.jamesbeard.org/blog/introducing-the-2018-americas-classics-winners
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New Orleans VB Community Fading...
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\
by Namese, a Vietnam@istey resit@hib@amhoadd. tBwei IMi dat t he slame
run by Soi Tran, who setled in Village de | ' Est as eauyr ef |
Loi, Vinh and Long Doan. :
“We’'ve inherited so many of our culinary traditons ffom

more busi-naemrsd marwve ywi |l ling to incorporate el ements of: Nev
“We grew up making, eatng and selling gumbos and po’ 1boy:
When asked about the future of the Vietnamese communijty |
Some, | i ke Aaron Truong, doubt the community wil/| l agt al
going to see a whole | ot back here anymore,” he said.: S
Cyndi Nguyen, -ehectpuaktsbdbwbmanks t he-tchomnghnisthye hertes rmpaye t
tvel y. “We may spread out into other parts of New @r laean

victory for wus."” :
re just to stay by ouAmeerliveeasn p esrhs

“We didn’t come over he

is my responsibility to keep up the traditons and Iltkieka cul
we have kept my culture intact.” ,
Surprisingly, some of the most optmistc responses abdut |
tons. Tuan Nguyen, the executve director of MQVN, whoI i s
though many of his peers had |l ef, the community and iits
“We may not become farmers or fshermen, but we do rofate
fnd myself wantng to be out—nmon tctoennfearcm,alwant rogitt ¢ og ¢ ef sol
And there are few things his daughter |l oves more, heilsai
st’s community farm.

“Somehow,” he said, “it all |l oops back around.”

snot t h

, ~ ~ - - 1
KGLIYKKkKAAG2NBEYSpaySio2N] o2 NHk Nb Of Skmpdnnc Tuong VU:

|

rty years ago this month, the savage war in Vietnanm en
gates of the Presidental Palace in Saigon. As Amerirc-gns
prise many of wus that our former enemy who won that war |
Ever since the end of the war, Hanoi |l eader s haveespdght
year the event is celebrated with great fanfare, as “the
victory on that day, Vietnamese areeart ohlidstaogayi nofanvd ea ghaainme
pendence. Its greatness validated the eternal mandate of
Yet public opinion inside Vietnam about the meaning QL ]
gained the freedom to travel abroad, as scholars gained .
the government’'s monopoly on access to informaton. THe i,
thing el se Most Vietnamese were born afer the war, and
really happened during the war and in its afermath. :
No opinion survey on the topic is permited, but one dets
initatng informal conversatons with ordinary Vietnamegse.
ras a proxy war and civil war rather than one for natolnal
:In fact, Mr Le Duan, the | eader of the Communist Parnty |
ywar efort within North Vietnam's |eadership, said inj jclo:
' munism all over Vietnam. As recently declassifed documen:!
:only in Vietnam’s interests but also for the Soviet blloc.
1 Mr . Duan was no Soviet | ackHayng R\egcueynetn satnudd i Peise rbrye hA sssteolriin
,advice of Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev who supported |
iordered the armamshkisngfParatny themgher s and hundreds of their

" Continue on next page/
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http://historynewsnetwork.org/article/159046
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Still Figuring Out the

posed his risky military campaign known as the Tet iOfiensi
ets. This was the civil war in North Vietnam that was onl
Il'n this civil war, the enemies of Mr Duan and otherh flanal
Vietnamese | andlords, industrialists, merchants, inet-el | e
cuted during a I|-lan5d0sr.efShromps nanchef anditdori es as wel | as, pri
wards. Thousands of writers, professionals, and business
By the early 1960s, the free farmers of North Vietnam we.]
which paid them barely enough to survive. They foughti ba
by the politcal scientsts James Scot and Benedict nKern kvl i
crops and |livestock. :

Radical communist policies were not i mplemented becaulse I
in 1975, the same policies were forced upon South Vietnal
culture” were seized and burned on the streets. Big busi |
er ones. The free farmers of South Vietnam, |ike theijr n:q
't wasn’'t just former South Vietnamese ofcials, butindlso
“reeducaton camps” or “new economic zones” as well . The ci
|l ate 1980s, when the Party abandoned coIIectvizatons,,:lega
and |ifed restrictons on internatonal travel for ordijnar
The greater freedom and comfort Vietnamese enjoy todagy C i
muni st revoluton in the | ate 1980s. The market reforms t|
cally invited greater scrutny into its past —efdam(aettcdrsrh:amlp
and famished Iife in collectve farms are now readily Javal
gives birth to the popular joke that “the | ongest andI bl
I n fact, Vietnam' s “market economy with socialist orirent :
brutal. Mar ket reforms have signifcantly lifed |ivend st
Party has refused to return ownership of Il and to fSanmer s,
corporatons monopolize the rice export trade and make: mi |
prices for their crops. 1

Except for a few honest | eademnus, rtatkeRPar tChihas emorghéd cii
princesses,” are now routnely appointed to key positdns ¢
outcome naturally causes the war that brought the countr.
poet a#eopheées Army soldier Nguyen Duy wrote, “whichever
' Nguyen Duy spoke for numerous other North Vietnamese |int
:and Col onel Pham Que Duong, to scientsts and scholars su
yers such as Nguyen Ngoc and Nguyen Quang Lap, to young |
' Gener al Do, the most “Bolshevik” among the dissident s, jo
' North Vietnamese forces in South Vietnam during the liat e
:called for reassessing the communists’ contributons to tl
yhad achieved independence and economic prosperity witithou!f
expelled from the Party. At his funeral, the governma'nt (
'spects. X

1 n a r evcoelnutmet wboook about postwar Vietnam, journalist Huy
,ated the North, not vice versa. North Vietnamese Iyeted i
,many were |l ed to believe that their socialist system ;was
runder imperialism. What they saw with their own eyes ;i n |
1by their | eaders :

. Mr . Duc grew up in North Vietnam during the war and ance
to top Party |l eaders and their advisers, and maintained :
rwas published in the U.S. and sold on Amazon | ast yredr,
:debates for months aferward, and has received read

wi des
Continue on next Bage
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Still Figuring Out the VN War...

IMr. Duc was close to the | ate Vo Van Kiet, who was Vi#tna
rthe top |l eaders of communist forces in the South. Hi wi f
L honest enough to have once admited that the anniversadMy o
1 ions of Vietnamese but also sorrow to millions of other
! Forty years afer the end of the war, prominent Vietndglinese
1 Of course, the Party would never admit that. A milit y p
:memorate the 40th anniversary of the communi st victo W
11 oss of mandate. As the symbolism of that victory ha shi
:niversaries is another interestng queston to ponder .
I

Tet Offensive Was Not Abaut A
KGLIAYKK GG oDY2aYSadO2 Y2 ilisyH X BERADMIBYLIA WA R KIS
Capt. Tran Ngoc Hue was awakened by the sound of fre r ks
of sl eep, he realized that the sound was actually in mi n
dl ed his parents, wife and daughters into the family unk
pedal ed of toward the sound of the fghtng. The Tet o nsi:
Tran, an ofcer in the Army of the Republic of Vietna I i
outside a nearby airfeld, where he and 40 men manage t o
hour s They then retreated through Hue’'s alleys and way
the command post of ARVN's First Division.
Marooned in the northeast corner of Hue, the command ost
did what he could to organize a defense, but the sit t on
joined the assault. Thtedhbad!| eglhieggehewiat ledt het ARVdnperl met e
ings before a relief force fnally broke through. :
Tran Ngoc Hue and his men had held out, but just barely.
up all around and festooning the barbed wire that their b
As bad as it had been, though, it was about to get wdrFrse.
seized most of Hue, Vietnam's ancient capital, Ieavin: on|
post of the Military Assistance Command Vietnam in the so
come to stay, and the struggle for Hue had just begun'.
Confusion abounded in the American and South Vietnamese c
took tme to sort out what was going on across the Viéetnam
the situaton became clearer, ARVN units were called tie t h
with the MACV outpost in the south. With the imminent, thr
routng the North Vietnamese Dug into the walls andotiower
a complex defensive network, the N.V.A. made ready t o f gh
I't took nearly a month of intens-eafwygihetingry nsymbalribaaedihey |t
|l mperi al Pal ace by Tran Ngoc Hue and the Hac Bao on Feb.
in the struggle from its opening moments to its bloody co
Chronicled in books and movies, the batle for Hue has: rig
handedly | iberated the southern part of the city amd ifoug
acton. :
The South Vietnamese role in the fghtng, though, ifshedl | t
fghtng in Hue, |l osing 357 in batle and killing 20,&6I4e2.:N.V.‘
The struggle for Hue during Tet 1968awascaogyabloy AR‘GIHN’siew

\ Continue on next page
e
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/01/opinion/tet-offensive-americans-vietnam.html
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and the wider Tet ofensive, is best ul
American forces; they were aimed mil.:
military fought gallantly as peaentheof
htng fell to ARVNjrdbstbf SbbeheV¥t emahate:
campaign.
r context, Tet was even more of a spec!
ontended that ARVN was a puppet force |
nd well during Tet, bestng the Communi
ad not risen up in support of the Nort
taters, the Communists were | ef t

e,
at
can
fg
I
de
C
a
h
a

er context of the Vietnam War, more than
er nearly 14 years of confict. While ABRVN u
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Why Did No One See the Tet Offensive GgmiRg?y

NY Ti mes Dec 23, 2017
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what my boss thought was creatve undercover reportng. 1
I

I

I

:When the Tet ofensive ignited South Vietnam on Jan. B9’ 449 ov A
:inces was hit in a stunning, coordinated atack that m:dnf(amg(e o me
rintelbagbeaceng, why was the United States so cIueIessDeMyI A e
:ment mi ght shed some | ight on this | apse.

:The weekend of Dec. 15, 1967, promi sed to be an intehiemwn nag ne
yinspecton trip to a rubber plantaton in Hau Nghia ptrwmki,n(ae: hyaet
:French hol ding an hour north of Saigon. For decades rnfead Fes oug
1 coloni al agricultural exporters. Now with the intendsinf chatvafgof
:sufered from physical destructon—wngengh®Gadygdaler basi dlae sbtlhmae st ad fi
i rubber groves that the American military c¢l aimed had & @ B wme | as
i ese Army. Serge had been tasked with determining whe tohelrb e | pl
l'taken to reverse its deterioraton.

:My interest in the plantatons was both personal andapmofesa
:neighboring Binh Long province, | had been tasked widrfdrnta

11y overwhelmingly negatve: the sudden appearance on tshpuph|

:and destructon t herieddi ghe s dvudc s wmpowghthg up, the pl anttaaroyn ahi
rextending into the rubber groves and, most signifcaenx,hg, “w

1 gold” so prized in world markets. !

:My trip with Serge to Hau Nghia was strictly of the orsetchorVvdiggtT-he
y hamese regime, the planters walked a tghtrope of ndawth@@omt it S i
:munists. I't was an open secret that the plantaton pailNdg h“itaa s
p partcularly insecure. While the government maint ai nlgdc ea Cho ily
:munists owned the countryside and the allegiance of et$hheatpe | e.
1 peered at us. Usually playful and talkatve, children in t hi str
:With the Hau Nghia plantaton in the hands of the i nguwawg’e nft tShee
Ltrip. Di spensi ng -amiylhe mkyh asksiusa | a Mdned d rciam s hi rt , I donned Itim Fren
:shirt and shorts. As we approached the plantaton ofmiegnmum d: tri
:my Ameadacemt ed French give me away to the plantaton | abdam i on
1aged rubber groves and hearing the demands of the | wbwerr eunf ne df
:with an el aborate French meal in the plantaton cl ub ohmhcet

1 col | apse,ura Ftrveanch | unch was de rigueur. We were told toh aste . V. A
,for atack at any t me. !

I Thinking that the American missi on, remot e-tthepot thepoemdnot @i s ioini
:a key province near Saigon that the Americans had Iahailedb?nostlj
:mited it to my boss, the senior province adviser, a"“seepa’soneed Fo
pportng actvites. !

! 1

:In retrospect, | should have known beter. My earlieFrenethorptl:santtcer
:a group of tough, intelligenthartypeedwhorimecec!| Fd ed cé Mr@ie@iﬁ:an_emgcbs
I Barricaded in their compound with the noise of earspltitdng gener
:“intelligence” by paid informers, the American intaalnr‘diFgenc:h.t’ea\
:But being ignored was not the end of it. Several wmlesksy.,aflerfyvimgyi t
1 Serge, who had not contacted me since our trip. Obvinofwstlhye :uAp'rseert-
: ican Embassy that | had f led areport on the trip, that | was not authorized to engage in such report ngand that | shouldnotb e t ak e n on
rtrips in the future. My cover had been bl own, and myerrsepeae!(pm-shl
:Iess when we | earned about this professional breach s@msie&b:yby p
I

1

I

I

I

1

I

1

1

Weeks | ater, I was in Saigon headed back to the St astteauss V\qhue&1 itnh e

Saigon and changing the outcome of the war. Everybodytiehssadl'ne A m

reached that point of delusion in the Vietnam War whode ewd ss eeed snige

\and more reassuring than facing the hard reality that “vic:tory"
4
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