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Report on TTU Vietham Center Copferen

ruton
On April 2829, 2017, | attended a conference at the Texas Tech VN Center entitledTI#6%earch
for Peace.A new entity at TTU called the Institute for Peace & Conflictpmnsored this conference.
Though participants came and went, | estimate around 60 attendees total. Conference was sympo-
sium style with two panels per session, which means | attended only half the presentations. Some
GFrfl1a 6SNB fSaa ¢SAIKiIe (KIG 20KSNAO® .SAy3 K
senters who revealed something new or interesting (to me) or who made a salient point.

¢ KS Sy i A N®ndérstadding 1967 ayid3He Search for Peace 6 & SEOSt £ Sy G a

tired

AF ColoneDavid Lewisnow a TTU professor. His topic was Understanding VN 1967 through

/| 1 dzASeAlGT Qa ¢NAyAle® 'S adldSR GKIG *ASGyYylLY

those who opposed and those who supported the war. He reviewed Clausewitz, employing two of the

t NHZA&Al y Q&8 GNAYAGASE GKIFGX 6KSGKSNheamE2IyAaAl SR

He compared these trinities of all three principals, the US, GVN, and NVN, to help identify the strengtt

and weakness of each party. GVN, for example, failed to mobilize the passions of its own populace.

Hatred and enmity; what if this existed on the US side but much of it was directed against the US
government by the amtar movement? | hope to get a set of his

slides.
m 5:'::;““ TTUI?rof Ron Mi[arlspoke 0511967: The Search forPeac@pi§ i
Violence creatvespit g & Yy SELI YyaAA2Yy 2T KAA NBOSYU

G at Sa  Ahitp:/miwSitigies . ¥aim/2017/01/10/

opinion/196 #the-era-of-big-battlesin-vietham.html?

ref=opinior). He spoke about Ops Cedar Falls and Junction City,
o both of which underperformed in terms of intended objectives.

The units involved were unable to find COSVN because it was
mobile, and the enemy did not allow its large units to engage US
units. (As an aside, he mentioned that the Junction City jump of
the 173° Airborne was conducted partly for the folks at home,
with WWII Europe in mind, to suggest we were taking the offen-
sive.)

Pecple Military

ProfKyle LongleyLBJ scholar from ASU, spokefmaund the
Govemment 22NIR AY 2FNJIFYR tSIFOSY Decen:R2 Yy
ber 1967 In a fast paced account he described how President
Johnson made numerous trips throughout the year to visit our allies, Australia, Thailand, Korea, and
VN, and he included US troops along the way. LBJ began speaking of peace and suggested to Presi
dent Thieu that he meet with the VC about a coalition government. Thieu said he would talk with VC
individuals, but not with the organization itself. The long and short of it was that LBJ was looking for &
way for the US to disengage.

CNRY GKS LI ySt a¢KS {2f RASNI 9 E LIS Mhdeeyw 6iflaysoly K S
spoke onThe North Viethamese Planning for the TET Offensive of 1986%® Communist leadership
Continue on next page
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TTU Vietham Center Conference...

gl a aLX AG 20SN) G2 SESOdzi S at f khé scenE poive Srugylé bardindry 1S Riiah an

[ S 5dz0 ¢K2 AARStAYSR aGY2RSNIdSa¢ 12 FyR DAIFL® Ly (K a i N
5dzZl'y LINRPGS3IAS QGAAAGAY3T 1 Fy2A F2N) LXFYyyAy3d Ldz2N1LI2aSa a FSNE
increasing damage on the communist forces and organization in the South. The ascendant leadership decided that t
GO2NNBf A2y 2F F2NDSa¢ grFa NARIKG F2N 0KS 2FFSyargds

One motivating factor may have been that Hanoi knew of Oplan El Paso, the plan for-diwmsitihal operation for the

allies to interdict the Ho Chi Minh Trail in the vicinity of Tchepone, Laos, which could have halted PAVN movement ifiip the
South. As Finlayson stated, that war was unwinnable unless we seized control of the communist sanctuaries. But unfil Ha-

noi archives become accessible there is no clear understanding as to why the Tet Offensive was launched. Though ilitary
fiasco, it proved to be a psychological knockout to the US and change of fortunes for Hanoi.

CA Y | e-page/paper isvayailable http://www.vvth.org/images/2017TTU/NortHietnamesePlanning1967.pdfand

is worth reading for an insightful analysis peppered with new information: i.e., CIA spies reported the Tet planning in

cember 1967.

CNRY (KS LI ySts a¢KS {2fRASNIneESatNAeSly!OSt Kay5 di KB YA R I >+ bEx
2 SNB 5STFAYAGSEE [221AYy 3T F2NI ! { XET hLISHNI (LA y! LONGEEyirda ciT B | (N 2
Division in the Central Highlands around Pleiku launched Operation Francis Marion. Though two brigades were invdived,

the division placed emphasis on its specially trained Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols. US Special Forces and G also
participated. Operation included resettlement of local Montagnards. The concept was for the LRRPs to locate PAVNiunde-
tected and for the brigades to engage the enemy forces. One problem was it was often hard for some LRRPs to remain un-
detected, as PAVN knew the terrain thoroughly. There were five major engagements 8fEfieision with enemy battal-

ions: when the US used heavy firepower, the PAVN slipped across the Cambodian border. After May few enemy bagtalions
were found. Operation Francis Marion ended in October with a suppogedL&ill ratio. Seen as a sign of progress, this

2L 0SOFYS | aYSOUNROE 2F az2Nla 27 K2g oStf GKS 61N g 32 A

when and where the major battles would ensue.

CNRY G(GKS LIySt &a5S06! (iRofed F.ONERrUYVA phafedsof of atidhal $efubity lawt, g Bn ext
sive Power Poinbacked presentationReassessing the Factual Arguments about the Vietham War as made in 1967
counteredthe ofNB LIS § SR aYe(iKaé 2F GKS 6FNE 2y$S | tipdNI (kS 28k SN
www.vvfh.org/newsand-events/201#texastech-conference.htmHis slides are valuable for anyone wanting teargue i

the war with anyone. [

Dinner keynote speakésregory Daddigauthor of No Sure Victory), now at Chapman University, is a retired Army colo!lel

and former West Point instructor. His topic: Wordsof WaK S { 4G NI 6§ S3A O 5Aa02dz2NBS 2HE L ysna
defended Westmoreland against the generally negative assessment, namely that he employed a flawed attrition strafegy

with large maneuver unit operations while keeping ARVN in a secondary role. In this narrative, Abrams after taking gom-

mand switched to smallinit saturation operations, enhanced the role of ARVN, and increased emphasis on local develop-
YSyio l'oNFYa 6l & &alAR (2 LINEY2 (i SbuidhyeddeavordDatidisystatéd the GfLdl NI G S
ference between Westmoreland and Abrams was not significant. Westmoreland had a tripartite strategy: 1.) defeat the

main force enemy formations and keep them from the populated coastakgrioeing regions; 2.) use ARVN mainly to pae-

ify areas that the US forces had more or less cleared, though conceptually ARVN was not relegated to a secondary ?osition;

3.) enable GVN with allied support to promote local development. Westmoreland viewed his as an integrated strategy.

Daddis pointed out that the US had control only over parts 1 & 2 but not 3. There is little the US can do to get aovallied g
ernment to govern better to increase popular support, and that proved to be a major weakness. Behind closephi®org

Gt AFKG +G GKS SYR 2F (K$ ldzyySté aLISSOK y2GgAadKadlyRAyY3
Westmoreland saw a long, hard war ahead. I

Continue on next page y
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.' TTU Vietham Center Conf
|

CNRY G(GKS LI ySt ®RbegerChdfieldindepedent stdlarzspokigonl y 2 A Qa | YATASR { |
US Universities, Media, and Politicianslany ofthe antig I NJ Y2 @SYSy i O2f t I 62N} G2N& LI
lar AR GKS aLISI 0S¢ Y208YSyid FFFSOGSR '{ LREAGAOIE fS8IR
| PAVN continued its war against the South in violation of the Paris Agreements, Tom Hayden, as an example, called f
Vietnam to be made to comply with the Agreements. Canfield has a long detailed book available online How the Am
Cong Won the Vietham War Against the Common Enemyy SNA O G ! YSNAO2y 3 dO2Y® L
lowdown on your favorite arivar protestor, including a host of entertainers.
|
Kyle Horst an independent researcher and fluent VN linguist who previously lived in Hanoi, spdke éssassination (?)
General Nguyen Chi Thanh and the Effort to Stop the Tet Offensive
I(’)C}\yf lea2y NBFTSNNBR (2 (GKAad DSYSNIf ¢KIYyKQ& dzy SELISOI
| ists that that Thanh was assassinated. Since Thanh was close to Le Duan, Horst suggests that associates of Giap m
| a hand in his death as a way to forestall the Tet Offensive, which Giap thought would fail. Though one might think pr
and discipline to be paramount within the party leadership, Horst stated that everything in VN is personal, including p
and leadership selections. (Both Finlayson and Horst draw information about thepartrapower struggle from Merle L.

renct

Xz3 3¢
NNER { ¢
NB Y
South

R RS
have hac
dure

ie

lt NAoo8Sy26s 64DSYSNIE +2 b3deSy DAFLI FyR GKS aeaidSNA2d 992
I namese Studies, Vol. 3, Issue 2, pf3])
I CNRY (GKS LI ySt a&MadzNG. Clenis¥allayzBoiige AcgderfiysahdXéllege, spoke
I on Agrowar in the Year of the Goat: Rice, Irregular Warfare, and the Search for Peace in South Vietnam[Ar963gide:
| H.R. McMaster attended Valley Forge Academy.] The US employed the defoliant Agent Orange in VC areas to diminish Com-
|dey75éij NA OS &adzLlL) & o ¢CKAd RSF2tAF A2y NBRAZOSR OAGiherA®y TFI
IKI- YRZ (KS ! { KStLISR AYyiNRRdzOS GYANIOfS NAROS¢ Lw y oKROK O
NAOS LINBRdzOGA2Y 6S3ly (2 SEOSSR T2NNSNI t SgSt a0 CFNYENER O
| Honda.
|
CNRY (GKS LI ySt a¢SOKyz2f23& | yR 5 SgnfewvrILaStoipspoke onC®RDS NAS Iy | Y
tion-Building, and the Search for Peace from 1967 Onward#is paper comes from research for a forthcoming book on
/| hw5{ ® ODI g K2NLIJS ({AyRfe aSyid YS KAa LI LISNPOL daLy al Mdc

| ary Development Support (CORDS), a combineenaiMiary bureaucracy dedicated to helping the Government of Vietnam

j]0Dtb0 SEGSYR 623K GKS OFLIOAGE yR €S3IAGAYFOe 27 A dal NHzNg
GKS2NE Ay @23dz2S G GKS G4AYSTZ GKS /hw5{ Y2RStf gl a Y2NB a[ S
replicate Communist methods by implementing local government participation and stimulating development at local quel.

laLy Fy FLLNRFIOK (KSe OFftftSR WikKS QAattr3asS aeadsSyQs /hws{ LI

JiK2NRGe YR NBaz2dzaNOSa (2 OF NNEdeféndeiiseHgokerninent) 40&selR 9O 6 £ S Y8 K o&
¢tK2dzAK 2y 0SS OASHESR Fa + 3ASYySNIf ad00Saa dzd G2 GKS GAKS 27
short of its goals. One problem was that despite elections for hamlet chiefs and a local development budget, GVNGstill lacke
legitimacy in the eyes of the people according to now declassified surveys. GVN remained a patronage system and ti1e old

I guard, mainly military officers, remained in place at province and district levels and their loyalists remained as véfage ch

| . e GK§ QAYSA/ hws { r{;l- é,ﬁ)}ééZf (ZSF? AY MOPTHZ Yifé[] I R(??:éIZN\E 0

Iyzur 0fS RAFFSNBYOS 02 UKS ljdzrtAdeée 2F Dzxb F20SNYI yOS DE

| +++++++++++ I
I The entire conference was recorded and is supposed to be online in June, along with the papers. The entire agenda's avail-
able at: https://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/events/#past. This summary commented on way fewer than half the presentatiois.

As usual, nearly everything about the Vietnam War is subject to debate. Very little is really settled. That said, tladleghgsm
likry 2G0KSNI b / Sy GSNI O2yFSNByOSa L F2dzyR G(GKA& 2y 8 Ay|¥2NJYI-
| Offensive.

l Jim Bruton I
I I
. 4
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CORDS, Bailihng, and the Search for Peace fron§ 196

Americans in Vietham in 1967 were searching for peace in many different WwehiO REW GAUTHORPE
While diplomats attempted to find a basis for negotiations, American soldiers tried to
damage the enemy on the battlefield and force Hanoi to the table. These dramatic if unsuccessful peace initiati
search and destroy operations tend to dominate our narratives of 1967. But at the same time, another element of
forts to force an acceptable peace was starting to show faltering signs of progress. This was the U.S. strategy
building.

Many Americans in South Vietham and back in Washington understood that the only basis of peace in S
Asia which would satisfy American interests was for the Saigon regime to one day be able to sustain and defe8du

Vietham would never have lasted for so long if it were not for U.S. support and aid; in fact, it might never have exited at

a2 NBfAFYGd sl& AdG 2y AG& a! YSNROFY LI26SN) 42dz2NOS¢ omled ! Y
the country for over 20 years, sustaining the Saigon regime. But this flow was foreordained to one day stop. WheH it did,
the GVN would need to be able to mobilize its own population and national resources to survive the continued battle with

the Vietnamese Communist movement at a muelduced level of American support. Successive generations of Ame
and their counterparts in the Viethamese regime worked to address this problem of Hatiting even when their com
rades prosecuted a brutal war. In the words of American President Lyndon B. Johnson, their goal was even grandi
noblet AG 61+ a S@Sy a2 o06dAftR a ¢Stf a (2 RSAGNBE O6HOO

The year 1967 saw several dramatic developments in this effort. In May 1967, the U.S. created the Offic
Operations and Revolutionary Development Support (CORDS), a combingilitany bureaucracy dedicated to helpi
the Government of Vietham (GVN) extend both the capacity and legitimacy of its rural governing institutions. The b
of nationbuilding was to establish mutual ties of obligation between the GVN and its rural citizens, winning their s
away from the Communist movement. CORDS was to become the largest-patiliding agency in U.S. history, uns
passed in its ambition or size even to this day. In the same year as CORDS was created, South Vietnam was u
political transition which American observers hoped would lead to a more effective regime. In September 1967, the
held an election which laid the way for Nguyen van Thieu to consolidate his position as ruler of South Vietnam.
gether, the creation of CORDS and ascendance of Thieu would create an unparalleled opportunity for Americarf hation
builders to influence the South Viethamese regime. I

The paper | am presenting here today is based on research carried out for a book into U.Sbuidiog duringl
the Vietnam War which is forthcoming from Cornell University Press in early 2018. My paper describes in very broad strokes
the trajectory of CORDS after its creation in 1967. In particular, it describes how the creation of the agency in tiés Year
ated the space for a group of civilians headed by William Colby to bring about a drastic change in U.-Suiidiignstrat-
egy later in the war. Colby and his colleagues adopted an approach to rural-baildimg which they explicitly modeled
what they understood of the ways in which the National Liberation Front (NLF) operated. While CORDS eventuallylcame to
be the most sophisticated and comprehensive natinrilding agency in U.S. history, it failed to achieve its goal of brirlging
into existence a sustainable South Viethamese state with both legitimate and effective institutions across the rural @reas of
the country. I

This research project aims to fill a lacuna in the historiography of the Vietham War. The orthodox scholarlship on
the war regards the failure of U.S. natibmilding in South Vietham to have been predetermined based on unchanggable
structural factors. The orthodox literature frequently claims that U.S. natigifding in South Vietnam was based on an
agenda derived from modernization theory rather than a close study of local conditions (3). And while great progrlzss has
been made in moving away from this simplified viewpoint in work on the Diem years, much less has been done to pfobe the
sources and course of U.S. natibunilding in the latter years of the war (4). This lack of detailed attention has allowed !|ues-
tionable claims to be made about the progress made by U.S. nhtidders in the latter years of the war, with some du-
GK2NBE Of FAYAY3 GKFG GKS 61N KIR 088y STFTSOGAOSte GoBYE o

Continue on next page Y,
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{ e g
: CORDS, Railidin
| tion-building in the latter years of the war, my research strongly contests this assertion.

| This new history of U.S. natidnuilding in South Vietham has been made possible in part by the discovery a

classification of new archival collections covering the latter years of the war. These include large collections of GERES pa
which were only declassified ten years ago. Perhaps the most exciting of these collections are contaireadiénl $acifica
tion Research Reports, which are available in a huge collection in the National Archives at ColleGaiffzgkhe final year
of the war, a branch of South Vietnamese inspectors produced Pacification Research Reports based on surveys of @bzens or
I hundreds of rural villagers on a particular issue. Vietnamese inspectors would enter hamlets and villagers incognitoand un-
| accompanied by any American, and question the locals about their views towards issues such as taxation, the draft, f|dnd cor-
I ruption. These reports provide an insight into the views of rural villagers, whose voice is often missing from the Hist@fiog
| phy of the war.
l Another new collection surveyed in this research is a collection of oral debriefings conducted with CORDS p@&lsonnel
I upon their return from South Vietnam. This collection in the Hoover Institution Archives, which runs to 112 interviewSiaver-
aging 22 pages each, provides an unparalleled insight into the predispositions, views and experiences of Ulilildati®
in South Vietnam. Crucially, these collections allow us to trace how U.S.-bailders themselves perceived the course
progress of their efforts.
The creation of CORDS in 1967 unified in one agency all of the military and civilian personnel involved infhation
| building in South Vietnam. Prior to the creation of CORDS, personnel from many different ageheiesilitary, CIA, USAI
| and State Department had pursued sharply contrasting visions of natmrilding in South Vietham. They operated in what
[2AfEALY /2f0& OFffSR daldzizy2Y2dza o0F NRYyASaeés gAGK fAaéfYWES O
SESLKEyYyGéE KS £FGSNI O2YLIX FAYSREZ GidKS @! YSNAOIyasXx 3II ilKSNBR
and sections of its problems and defining the animal accordingly (6). Hence, the military concentrated on develogihg the
{2dziK £ASGylFYSaS YATtAGINE Ay Ada 26y AYlFI3IASO L{1rLs Odza S
nomic institutions, and then dispatched representatives into the provinces and districts to advise Vietnamese local goyernors
USAID took a highly materialist approach to its work, believing that the key to ratamh f RAy 3 g & (2 B a L2
|yé§ﬁeés’ 2F GKS NUzNI € LI2LJz F A2y GKNRdzZZK GKS LINE gA-bulderg, 2F S
lg2NyI Ay3 | O02NRAY3 (2 I OSYyidNItAT SR R2OGNAYS 2NJ LI I yitsd hyS
lé6k2 NBaSYof SR (GKS &.! 3ISySNItAradtaé Fl@2NBR Ay (GKS t Sl OS
J]6RSRAOIGA2y>Y O2YY2y aSyaS YR AYIFIIAYILGA2Y o6y 0 dé I
l The CIA, meanwhile, was developing a different approach. Agency personnel had a keen interest in what thLy called

j &Lzt AGAOLE OGAZYéS GKS O2dzy iSNAyYy3 2F GKS /2YYdzyrad N20Sy
place. Colby, who served as deputy chief and then chief of station in Saigon between 1959, and 1962, was typically bullish
Fo2dzi GKS /L! Qa SELISNIA&AS Ay (GKA& | NBI o Gl yAljdzSte jJy (K€
cessity to combine political, psychological, and paramilitary tools to carry out a strategic concept of pressure on aorepemy
G2 aGNBYy3GKSYy |y AyOdzYoSyié¢o /| 2t08& |yR KA&a O2ftft St Eliizéé Of

| tional strengths of the Communist movement, and modelled their remedies accordingly. Colby believed that the GVNIneeded

ld2 021k GKS /2YYdzyAaild Y2RSt o6& a2NBFYATAyYy3a GKS LUz FGiA2y

JLI NGAOALN GA2Y YR adzLJLl2NIx RSOSt2LIAYy3I £ SIFIRSNEKALI FyRT O2KS

| In copying the Communist model, CIA officers in South Vietham were able to learn from former cadres. Foremos! among

| them was Tran Ngoc Chau, a former Viet Minh battalion commander and political officer who had rallied to thk| anti

I/ 2YYdzyAdad Ol dzaSo / KIdzQa a8YLI GKSGAO LI NLAOALN GA2Yy My (GKS
among other individuals in his class, as Americans who met him soon realized. Chau had gesmdfinstw the Communist§
operated and how they responded to the genuine grievances of the rural population to win support for their movgment.
2KAfS KS KFER 0SSy (GdNYySR 2FF 6KSy KS NBItAT SR GKIG IJKS /

1 Continue on next page
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LINRE SGFNRIF G¢ 6KAOK g2 dztf RgsometBifigiasely meénfiohed indksBhiojfadalidd to the pRas
he continued to see the value of its approach to local mobilization and politics.

/ K dzQ a-buiftlingi corzept was based around the concept of the cadre, and what Stuart Methven, one
' YSNRAOIya ¢6K2 fSIENYSR FTNBY KAYZ g2dz R €1 G§SNJ OF fcdn bgréedy
ferred to an operative in a revolutionary organization, not necessarily a Party member. While cadres had differe
tions, Chau focused on those through whom Communist movement attempted to solidify its influence among th
population. Mobile groups of specialist agitprop cadres toured the countryside, making contact with sympathetic
and combining to orchestrate the overthrow of the old village authorities and the installation of ones allied with the

Ll

They had been instrumental in consolidating the revolutionary wave which swept South Vietnam in the early 196

cause of their temporary but decisive political presence, Methven referred to their activity ad para A G A OF £ = NJ aL
GA2y omnOodé | gAliySaa G2 (GKS alyYS YSiK2R&a ¢KSy (GKSepKIR
cate them for the benefit of the GVN.

Until the creation of CORDS in 1967, programs like those the CIA jointly established with Chau existed gfily on a
small scale, unable to make much difference even in one province, much less the nation as a whole. The efforts@f other
agencies were likewise piecemeal. But the creation of CORDS in 1967 created the organizational framework for aftruly na-
tional nationbuilding effort for the first time. CORDS personnel had a presence at all levels of the GVN, from the Présiden-
tial Palace in Saigon down to each district in the country. For the first time, at least in theory, national plans for fiatio
building could be formulated and executed.

The question naturally arose of what the content of these plans would be. Because the military wag by far
the largest American organization in South Vietnam, personnel from civilian agencies worried that the creation off€ORDS
would mark a militarization of the natiehuilding effort. There were two main reasons for this concern. The first wasjthat
personnel from State, USAID and the CIA tended to view the military as insensitive to the political aspects of the war, and
especially the need to develop ties of mutual obligation between the GVN and its citizens. Colby worried that the cfeation o
CORDS would undermine the driveto bring abbit 2 YS RS3AINBS 2F Sy3r3a3SySyid oeé GKS Lk
G2 O2y(iNROGdziS (2 AydaSttAaaSyoOSz t20Ft aSOdaNAiGe FyR O Y dzy A
LI NI G2 AYLR2aS WLI OAFTAOIFIGA2YyQ YR aSOdaNRARGe 2y GKS 192 Lz |

I 2YYdzyAdaiia RAR omMmO ®é |
The second objection raised by civilian personnel was that the increased prominence of the American militadyin the
U.S. natiorbuilding effort would undermine the trend towards civilian rule which seemed to be underway in South Vig¢tham
in 1967. They worried that putting American military officers in charge of strengthening the GVN would only rejaforce
lwxtbQa R2YAYylIyO0OS 2@0SNJ Aﬁ KVS D+b z I y,ﬁe LI NJi 'AAC)dzf FNI & Al é,LN\UzNJ- f
corps commanders, who had come to exerciseN& I OKA Yy 3 O2y UuUNRBt 20SNJ NHzNF € 3I32GSNYYS
SO Ftt 2F GKSaS FSENE LINRPGSR (2 0SS dzy T 2-bafdRpgogram Ly Tl
which drew on the lessons of the Viethamese Communist movement which came to dominate the U.S. approach t& this is-
adzS o C2fft2gAy3a (GKS O2yazftARIFI{iA2Yy 2F ¢KASdzQa NXzZ S FFGsNg
GNI EATEFGARZY 2F LREAGAOFIE LIR6SNI G2 (GKS AYyRADARdZ f orlg t 1 38
CORDS pushed to implement a system which provided villages with the authority and resources to carry out what thBy called
0 KS & KNS-8eferc, sefaverimedit, andTselflevelopment. Just as the Vietnamese Communists built theirfpo-
litical movement from the ground up, focusing on the needs and ambitions of rural peasants, CORDS attempted to build
political support for the GVN in the same way. This implied a radical transformation of the role of the village in Vietilames

tATSO Gwlk G KSNJ GKIFy O2yaARSNAY3I AdG GKS f2Sad 27F | |-§SNJ\Sé
FOS G2 G(KS LS2L)X Sz¢ /2t06e OfFAYSR AY mdtn aAld 0S0KYS (KS
ra /2foe G2fR F YAt AGFENER FdZRASYOS Ay mMpTtrmMI KS ft ASOS

AN EEE S S S DS S SN DS B S B S B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B S .y,

o
VIEYSAS /2YYdyAata 6ta aiGKS 2NBFyATFGA2Y 2F GKS LS2L88 | yE
Continue on next page £
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CORDS, Blaiicin

the Vietnamese Communist movement depended on their superior ability to motivate and organize the rural popul
support of their movement, and that the GVN had to replicate this success to survive. The Viethamese Communi

/
|
|
|

YSyd Sy3ar3asSR Ay 6KIG KS OFtftSR aLRtAGAOIT RSGSt 2LIYSy F NR
I groups focused on discrete tasks such as intelligghted K SNA Yy 33 fFyR NBEF2NX¥ZI 62YSyQ I FF
| understood that Communist rule was a participatory experience for the villagers, creating a sense of political identifi€ation
| between them and the movement for which they worked against their shared enemy in the Saigon regime. This not ofily pro-
| vided a means for the NLF to control the population; it also created a sense of joint enterprise. Colby wanted the GVl to or-
| 9anize the population in a similar way, believing that successfully replicating this Communist practice was key to thélvar ef-
ITENﬁ? WzKy trgﬁ *lyy Krﬁvtxl$éA§§ 62yé,62 céf;é?é A gKé
II- ééZOAJ- u;xgy g A UAK I Kl ,dzAZ F'yYyR 0SOF Y§ Fy SyAU'KAdzé)\I-AélU,AO PVI 1 SNJ

CKS Attt IS aéaiusSyeé Kla NIXrNBfe AT SOSNI TSI UdzZNBERPAY Uf

and development, we can see how the United States was from achieving its goal oflmaitiding in the latter years of th

Lo N / hws{ 2FFAOAIf& KIFIR K2LISR {(KIG GKS& ¢2dzZ R 06S ehpf S
l6KAOKST YdzOK tA1S GKS b[CQa AYTFTNI aliNHOGdINBS g2dz& R | O] I &
| actively. Yet the testimony of CORDS advisors and evidence from Pacification Research Reports indicates that this @ream re-
| mained distant by the time of the Easter Offensive in 1972.
| CORDS advisors frequently complained of the poor training they received before deploying to Vietnam and thg steep
| challenges they faced in influepcing tAhe' behaviqur of South Vietnamgse goYe[nment officials. pne aijvisor cq Iainﬂedv

02 KSYy &e2dz FTANRU 3ISU 2dz0 02 | LINRYAYOS e2dz NB 0SgoAf RESNBRZ

yQi 0SSy G2tR3x SEOSLII Ay | 3ISySNIft &a2NI 2F gl &z SEbRute o

advisors to achieve their goals was dependent entirely on how they managed their relationship with their GVN coungérpart.
I They could not impose their will through coercion, and most believed it counterproductive to establish a belligerent @f hec-
| toring relationship with their counterpart. Instead, they likened their roles as akin to acting as diplomats, lobbyist$i-o
| dence tricksters (18).
| The ability of advisors to change the behavior of their counterparts was very limited. Most province chiefs wete field

| -grade ARVN officers who were unlikely to change their behavior or views simply because an enthusiastic young American

| came into their orbit. By the time CORDS was dissolved in 1972, most advisors believed that another five or ten yezlrs would

I be needed to make a notable difference to the quality of GVN governance. I

Pacification Research Reports and CORDS assessments of the rural situation in South Vietnam in the lattef years of

the war also reinforce the impression that despite the eerie peace that settled over South Vietnam in the latter yearg of the

I war, no fundamental shift in rural political attitudes had taken place. GVN institutions remained ineffective and wer yiewe

s Att83AGAYHGS RSALAGS GKS NBTF2N¥a 2F (GKS aoAattlas/ aead

l rootedout. 6! YRSNY S GK GKAa aYFddSNAy3a 2F F20SNYYSyilis¢ y20SR / h

| in Binh Dinhin migm bt mX aAa | a20ASté oFaaortte Ay SySyé KIyRa owmd
| found in the archive. 1
| 583alAGS FIAtdNBa 2F AYLX SYSydriaazys GKS 3SySara hyR R

I study. Firstly, it gives us new insight into the many influences which shaped U.S-tnaliting in South Vietnam beyonll
modernization theory. Given the extent to which Colby and other CORDS advisors studied the techniques of the Cdmmunist
movement, we could argue that U.S. nationdzA f RAy 3 Ay *ASGylY 26SR a YdOK iz [ S

[ w2a026Qa 2y Y2RSNYATFGAZ2Yy ® { S OethfeRefedtian ofdCORDSayd tha &Ssoli&aﬁoq ofil K S

lekas dz@laid tiipfoumidwork for large innovation in U.S. natlauilding policy in the years afterwards. Finally, bylpr

| ing the exact contours and limitations of U.S. natimnlding policy in the latter years of the war, we can move beyond ortho-

| dox interpretations that are overifocused on structural explanations for the failure of U.S. nakiaitding in South Vietnani

| and color in the detail between the historiographical lines. Continue on next pagg
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Major General Viet Xuan Luong

Viet Luong has been confirmed by the US senate on 5/25/2017 to the rank of Major general
https://lwww.congress.gov/nomination/115t#tongress/316/alinfo#nominees

Truong Sa (Spratly) Islands to the Chinese in 1974. At that time, the South Viethamese Navy fought against the Chinése to try
to hold on the Spratly which the Hanoi communists gave away to the Chinese. |

Today, the Hanoi communists not wanting to antagonize their Chinese friends would send any Viethamese demonstrator
singing this song to jail.

The song is beautifully rendered here by the then 9 year old Jennifer Lynn. She should be 16 today.

Drawing of the battle of Truong Sa Continue on next pagey
—— L —_— —-— L —_— L L —_— L —_— —_— L —_— L —_— —_— — —_— —_— L —_— L _— —_— L L — L —_— _— _— /

TO RESEARCH, DOCUMEN T & PROMOTE VIETNAMESE -AMERICAN CULTURE


https://www.congress.gov/nomination/115th-congress/316/all-info#nominees

NEWSLETTER # 105 PAGE 10

FAnh LalAi...

f

|

| May | ask who you are?
| Why do you jail me

I What have | done wrong?
May | ask you who you are?
[ Why do you beat me

I without restraint?

I May I ask who you are?
] 2 K& R2yQl &2dz £tSdG YS
| toexpress my feelings?

I my love for my country, these people

: who have suffered so much

|

|

|

X2 KSNBE R2 @&2dz 02YS FNRYK
Why do you volunteer to slave for the Chinese? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHDuD+B4
XOOD

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/lame-In-viet-meals20170602htmlstory.html

|

I : : . . .

I In the morning darkness, Hue Phan prepared to steam greens and fry meat in the improvised kitchen on
yard patioin Garden Grove.

I The ingredients will fill meal cartons to feed more than three dozen people, at $7 a pop.

I Once an accountant in Vietham, Phan, 55, now helps support her family by catering for tlwseding millen-

| nlals_ and_mlddleaged professionafs with T o

| too little time and a taste for the old countryy ¥+ <.

| Hue Phan flips the hunks of pork in a fryfis

I pan for one of the courses she's preparing

her backyard kitchen. (Mark Boster / Los

I geles Times)

I To Phan, servingom thangt a popular

I practice in neighborhoods like Little Saig

| that goes back generations in Vietnamhas

I been indispensable to earning an income.

I aAC2NJ NBF¥dzassaz | yS

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

G2 0S I yS¢ LISNER2YZ

risks, you learn to adapt, you save a bit he y

and there to function as part of an immigrant '

O2YVYdzyAile 6KSNB Y240 20KSNE FNB R2Ay3 GKS ab vYsde

Comthangf AG SN} fte bY2yiKie NARAOST ¢ TSR a2t RASNE RlzNR y 3

FFEYAEASAE o0dzi RSUSNNAYSR G2 SIdG Fa AF GKS& 6SNBI K2YS

venience in a sometimes frenetic life full of work and other obligations. |

Sponsored by family members who had become American citizens, she arrived in the United States in 2001 with

her husband and infant son. I
. Cintli,le in n_ext _p‘age
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f Scraping a living in Little Sai
I FGSNI FANRG fAGAY3I Ay aiyySazils (kSe Y20SR G217/t
disease, and to help her younger sister with a-fastd Viethamese eatery. |
¢CKNBS @SIFENBR 323 I FGSNJI KSNJ RFRQa RSIUGKZ tKFEy TF2dzyR
Soon, it became a business. I
She cooks on Mondays and Wednesdays, using Tuesdays and Thursdays for grocery shopping, sceandg mom
pop stores and supermarkets for seasonal goods and sale prices.

Among her specialties is simmered catfish. Phan rinses pork four timles ¢ 3SG 1t GKS 0 FR at
and then washes it with Coco Rico soda for a hint of coconut essence. I

Dong and Chau Tran, a brothand-sister team, avoid crackdowns and legitimized their meal delivery serviée by
aSGGAY3 dzZLlJ Ay £SIFaSR aLJ)I OS Ay DI NRSY DNRBR@SQa {IhAr3azy
two, quday tprough Friday, for a month. The caveat: Diners must live within a-sefernadius of Little Saigony
GLNDAYS> GK2asS F2t1a OFff YS | 20 . dzi @2dz Ydza/i 2N
GL s6AaK GKSNB 6SNBE | ¢le& 6S Oly &aSNBS SOSNE2YS /| dza
RSAANB F2NJ K2YS 0221Ay3 R2Sa y20 KIF@S o62dzyRINAS@a oé

/] dzai2YSNBR Oy 2NRSNJ 2yfAySs FyR (KS ¢N}ya SyL¥ 208 Fa
sell as many as 200 portions. Chau Tran, 58, who also manages an office downstairs at Saigon Supermarket, esti
mated they make 30 cents profit per portion. [

29/05/2017
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/asia/vietnam/lengthyjail-sentencedor-two-dissidentsupheldas-crackdown

(Paris) Vietnam must end the ongoing crackdown on dissidents, repeal its repressive laws, and immediate
lease all political prisoners, FIDH and its member organlzatlon Vietnam Committee on Human Rights (VC
i2RIF8® CL51 FyR /1 wQa OFft F2t{t26SR GKS triasSaql
a! yiAaAt ASGylrY NBLSIfa Ada NBLINBaarAgS flgaz GKSI
SNYYSyd ONARGAOa® LGQa GAYS F2NI I Ly2A (2 K (
hy Hc al@& wnamTX GKS [/ 2d2NI 2F ! LIISFHE & Ay

¢dzy3 F2N) O2yRdzOGAY3 Gl OGAGAGASE AYSR I
yIt /2RS IyR a8yGiSyOSR GKSY (2 mMo YR mMH
On 16 December 2016, a court in Thai Binh Province jailed Tran Anh Kim and Le Thanh Tung for attempti
form a predemocracy organization that authorities claimed was planning a coup to overthrow the governmegnt.
Both Tran Anh Kim and Le Thanh Tung are former army soldiers artihi@niguman rights advocates who have
been repeatedly targeted by the authorities for their plemocracy activities. |

Continue on next pagd
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I’ Lengthy Jail Sentences for 2 dissidents...
LY 5SOSYoSNIunmmI [S ¢KFEYK ¢dzy3a o6+ a | NNBadiSR 2y
Lz f AO 2F +ASOylrYé dzyRSNI I NIAOfS yy 2F GKS [/ NRY

: the completion of his jail sentence. Tung has been arrested more than a dozen times for his human rights :
ism.

I Prior to his latest incarceration, Tran Anh Kim was released from prison in September 2016 after serviagc

| -a-half-year prison term under Article 79 of the Criminal Code. Kim has been a persistent government critic

| has begn jaﬂed se\[eral times for his activism. 3 A
A¢CKS OlasS 2F ¢NrY 'YK YAY IYyR [S ¢KIYyK ¢dzy3 aKz2
forms of opposition and its total disinterest in upholding its international legal obligations. Stronger interna-
GA2y It LINBSaadaNBE Aa dz2NBSyidfée ySSRSR (2 SyR (KAa&

l+ASiylYSasS Fdzik2NAGASA KIS NBLISFGISRf& dzaSR fS3

| tional law to suppress the right to freedom of opinion and expression and to detain government gtjtiet-

| nam holds about 130 political prisoners.

Viet Nam. A History From Earliessdimies:

Despite the tragedies of the Americafietnamese conflict, Viet Nam has always been much more th
war. Its long history had been characterized by the frequent rise and fall of different political formations, fr
ancient chiefdoms to imperial provinces, from independent kingdoms to divided regions, civil wars, Frenc
nies, and modern republics. In addition to dramatic political transformations, the region has been shaped L
environment, changing climate, and the critical importance of water, with rivers, deltas, and a long coastli
tating agricultural patterns, trade, and communications.

olo-
its
facili-

Kiernan weaves together the many narrative strands of Viet Nam's-mul ,_.. EN K\?g R,N A N
ethnic populations, including the Chams, Khmers, and Viethamese, and its mi.
religious heritage, from local spirit cults to Buddhism, Confucianism, and Cath& %
cism. He emphasizes the peoples' interactions over the millennia with foreignt
particularly their neighbors in China and Southeast Asia, in engagements ran(
from military conflict to linguistic and cultural influences. He sets the tumultuot
modern period-marked by French and Japanese occupation, anticolonial natic
ism, the America+Vietnamese war, and communist victeiggainst the continui-
ties evident in the deeper history of the people's relationships with the lands
where they have lived. In contemporary times, he explores thisgarey state's
transformation into a global trading nation, the country's tense diplomatic rela:
tionship with China and developing partnership with the United States in maing s =
ing Southeast Asia's regional security, and its uncertain prospects for democr

x|

A HISTORY FROM EARLIEST TIMES

TO THE PRESENT

Available on Amazon
https://www.amazon.com/VietNam-HistoryEarliestPresent/dp/0195160762/
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