COLONEL HO NGOC CAN

Born in Rach Gia, South Vietnam in 1938, he graduated as sub-lieutenant from the Dong De, Nha Trang
training camp. During his military career, he earned a total of 78 medals.

In 1973 at age 37, he was promoted provincial Governor--the youngest governor in Vietnam-- of
Chuong Thien, a heavily infested VC area. When Saigon surrendered on April 30, 1975, he continued to
fight until the next day when he ran out ammunitions.

Taken prisoner, he was condemned to death on August 14, 1975. His last words were:

"Had I won, | would not accuse you of all the crimes you are accusing me.
I would not dishonor you like you dishonor me.

| would not ask you the questions you are asking me.

I have fought for the freedom of my people.

| have deeds but no crimes.

No one can accuse me of any crimes.

History will judge whether you are the red bandits or | am a nguy.

If you want to kill me, go ahead. Do not blindfold me.

Down with the VC. Long live the Republic of Vietnam."

One the same day in the same Can Tho soccer field, Lt. Colonel Trinh Tan Tiep, provincial governor of
Kien Thien was also shot to death.



Pai td VNCH Hd Ngoc Can néi I8i cudi cung trudc khi bi Céng San hanh hinh
Vu Kiem Minh
January 12, 2012

HO NGOC CAN La PAI TA ANH HUNG CUA QUAN LUC VIET NAM CONG HOA

Pai td VNCH H8 Ngoc C&n ndi I8i cudi cung trudc khi bi Cong San hanh hinh:

“Né&u tbi thang trong cudc chién, tdi sé khong két an cac anh nhu cac anh két an
toi. T6i cling khong lam nhuc cac anh nhu cac anh lam nhuc toi. Toi cling khong hai
cac anh cau ma cac anh hoi t6i. T6i chién dau cho tu do cua ngudi dan. Toi cé cong
ma khong co toi. Khéng ai cd quyén két toi toi. Lich sir sé phé phan cac anh la giac
dd hay t6i la nguy. Cac anh mudn giét téi, cr giét di. Xin dUng bit mat. Da dao
Cong San. Viét Nam Cong Hoa Mudn Nam”.
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Pai Ta H6 Ngoc Can
Anh Hung Vi Qudoc Vong Than

Pai T4 H6 Ngoc Can sinh ngay 24.3.1938 tai xa Vinh Thanh Van, Rach Gia. Than
phu cta 6ng la mot ha si quan phuc vu trong Quan P6i Qudc Gia Viét Nam (danh
xung cla quan ddi trong thdi D& Nhat Cdng Hoa, dudi su |anh dao cua Téng Thdng
Ngd Dinh Diém). Pai Td Can sinh ra va I8n Ién trong thd&i budi chién tranh, nén khi
lén bay tubi dng sdp slra cdp sach dén trudng, thi chién tranh Viét-Phap bung né,
viéc hoc cua 6ng bi gian doan. Mai hai nam sau, t’c vao nam 1947 6ng mdi dudgc di
hoc lai, sau khi tinh hinh & cac thanh pho trd lai yén tinh, quan Viét Minh rut vé cac
chién khu, quan Phap chiém déng cac thanh phd, 6ng mdi nhap hoc Trudng Thiéu
Sinh Quan Gia binh.

Sau do, 6ng theo hoc Khdéa 2 Si Quan Hién Dich tai Trudng Ha Si Quan QLVNCH,
béng D&, Nha Trang. T6t nghiép, Chudn Uy HB Ngoc Can dudgc thuyén chuyén vé
Biét Dong Quan Vung 4 Chién Thuéat Mién Tay, sau mot khoa hoc Rirng Nui Sinh Lay
cua binh ching Ml Nau. Kha nang quan su thién badm, tai chi huy va su chién dau
hét sic gan da cta Chudn Uy Céan, d& dem nhiéu chién thdng vang doéi vé cho
TP42BDQ, nén 6ng dudc thang cap dac cach nhiéu lan tai mat tran, va Trung Uy
Cén dugc b6 nhiém lam Tiéu Doan Phé Ti€u Doan 42BDQ, dat dudi quyén chi huy
cua mot chién binh Iing lay va nhiéu huyén thoai khong kém la Thi€u Ta Luu Trong
Kiét.

Vi nhitng chién cdng ngoai chién trudng, tinh dén nam 1970 thi Trung Ta HO6 Ngoc
Can la chién si dudc tudng thudng nhiéu huy chuong nhat cia Quan Luc Viét Nam
Cong Hoa, véi 78 chiéc clia gébm 1 Dé T&r Bang Bao Qudc Huan Chuong, 25 Anh
Diing B6i Tinh véi Nhanh Duadng Lieu, 45 Anh Diing B6i Tinh v@i cac loai Ng6i Sao, 3
Chién Thuaong Bo6i Tinh va 4 Huy Chuong Hoa Ky.

N3m 1973, Pai Td H6 Ngoc Can dudc trao chic tinh trudng Chuong Thién, mét tinh
c6 dia hinh phlc tap nhat vung dong lay Mién Tay, véi cai gai nhon nhldc nhéi mat
khu U Minh Thugng, tir d6 quan Bac Viét va Viét Cong phong ra nhitng cudc danh
phd 18n, uy hiép cac quan x& héo lanh. Khi dé, 6ng mdi cé 35 tudi, la vi tinh trudng
tré tudi nhat chia Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Ngay 30-4-1975, Iac 9 gid t6i, gan nla ngay sau khi Tudng Dudng Van Minh doc
lénh dau hang, Pai T4 Can cung céc si quan trong Ban Chi Huy Ti€u Khu va cac
chién si Ti€u Khu Chuong Thién van chién ddu dén 11 gi§ trua ngay 1.5.1975, khi
quan ta hét dan, Dai T4 Can Iénh cho thudc cdp budng sung. Khi nhithg ngudi linh
VC chia sling vao ham chi huy Tiéu Khu Chugng Thién, Pai Ta H6 Ngoc Can, vi
Trung Uy tuy vién va cac si quan tham muu, ha si quan va binh si tung su déu coé
méat. VC tam cho céc si quan tham muu dugc vé nha, con Pai Ta Can thi chdng ap
gidi 6ng sang giam trong Ty Canh Sat Chuadng Thién.



Ngay 14.8.1975, VC giai Dai T4 H6 Ngoc C&n vé& Can Tho x(r bdn tai sdn van dong.
Trudc khi bi ban, 6ng khang khai tuyén bé: “T6i khéng dau hang, cac éng cr ban
tdi di. Nhung trudc khi bdn, hdy dé cho tdi mdc quan phuc va chao 1d quéc ky cla
t6i lIan cudi”. VC kinh sg 6ng, nhung ching da tu chéi. Tuy nhién, VC chap thuan
khong bit mat 6ng theo IGi 6ng yéu cau. Ong than nhién nhin vao hong sing cla ké
th}‘.l, va tha thiét nhin lan cudi qué huong dat nudc va dong bao trudc khi sung dich
no.

Clng ngéng cao
dau di vao chién
st Viét Nam vdi
Dai Ta H6 Ngoc
Can tai san van
dong Can Thd la
ngudi anh hung
Thi€u Ta Trinh
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la ngusi da
cung cac chién
si Dia Phucng
Quan Chi Khu
chién dau dling
cam dén sang
ngay 1.5.1975
khi 6ng bi sa
vao tay giac.
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